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To:  Dan Quick, Village Administrator 
 
From:  David Geary, Director of Public Works and Building and Zoning 
 Jackie Soccorso, Director of Environmental Quality and Public Works Supt. of Admin. 

Alex Pryde, Public Works Superintendent of Operations  
Joe Schwarz, Fire Prevention Division Chief and Building Commissioner  
 

Date:  December 30, 2009 
 

Public Works, Building and Zoning and Environmental Quality Department 
Administrative Report for December 10th through December 30th. 

 
Public Works 
Lake Michigan Water  
On December 11th, Village staff attended a meeting at the Lake County Department of 
Transportation office in Libertyville to review documents that will be required to be submitted 
for the upcoming Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) Lake Michigan water pre-
hearings scheduled for mid-January.  Staff has worked to gather data required to produce these 
documents, and to prepare written testimony which will be submitted for review.   
 
Arbor Day 2010 
The attached letter was sent to local schools to encourage their participation in the 2010 Arbor 
Day Poster Contest for fifth grade students.  Representatives from Robert Crown Elementary, 
Transfiguration School and Wauconda Grade School were sent additional information on the 
2010 Contest rules, timelines and available prizes.  The Village and the Wauconda Chamber of 
Commerce plan to host the Village Arbor Day Tree Sale again this spring.   
 
Street Department 
Snow Plowing  
During this period, the snow removal crews were called out to clear local roadways for five snow 
and ice events including an ice storm on December 23rd and a storm that dropped eleven and 
half inches of snow the day after Christmas.  So far this December there have been eleven call 
outs for snow removal.  In 2006, there was only one call out during the month of December.  In 
2008, there were twenty two in the month.     
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Water Department 
Kent Avenue Water Main Repair  
On December 17th the Water Department received a call from a resident stating that water was 
coming up out of the ground and flowing toward a neighbor’s house.  An immediate water main 
shutdown was necessary to protect the involved property.  A crew identified and repaired a 
circular stress crack in the water main.  This area has a history of excessive breaks, and it will be 
included in the next phase of water main replacements when funding becomes available. 
 
Liberty Street Water Main Repair  
On December 26th, during our largest snow storm this winter, it was necessary to reassign 
personnel from snow and ice removal to deal with a major water main repair.  Crews shutdown 
the water main on East Liberty St. (between Hammond and 700 E. Liberty), excavated the water 
line using the vactor truck, and replaced a leaking service connection to the water main.  This 
break took approximately eleven hours to address from start to finish.  During that same time 
period, the Water Department was requested to perform an emergency water service shutdown at 
a residence on Bonner Road due to possible leaking pipes in a vacant house. 
 
Water Reclamation Department  
High Flow Event  
On December 24 and 25th, 1.36 inches of rain fell in the area.  This, along with warmer temperatures 
and melting snow, led to high flows at the treatment plant.  Flow was diverted into the excess flow 
tanks starting at 5:00 a.m. and lasting approximately twelve hours.  During this time the plants were 
treating at their maximum rates.  The excess flow basins were never filled, so no excess flow event 
occurred.   
 
Also during this period the following tasks were completed:  

·  Personnel collected industrial monitoring samples from Stack On, Wauconda Sand & Gravel, PMI 
Sports and Synergy.  This sampling is now done with Public Works staff in a coordinated effort with 
the Environmental Quality Department.  

·  On 12-10, staff completed toxicity testing and reports for the month of November 2009.  This 
reporting is required as part of the NPDES permit.  Copies were sent to the IEPA.  To generate this 
report, the toxicity of the final effluent must be tested.  Fathead minnows and ceriodaphnia are placed 
in the final effluent to see how many of each species survive 48 and 96 contact hours with the final 
effluent.  There are two more events scheduled for 2010.  One will be in February and the other in 
May. 

·  On 12-10, copies of annual testing of the final effluent and five monitoring wells were sent to Lake 
Barrington per the Intergovernmental Agreement. 

·  On 12-10, primary effluent pump S2 was put back into service.  This pump has been outfitted with 
new bearings, seals, and an impeller.  Work was completed by Universal Technologies & Pumping 
Solutions. 

·  During this period, the floors in the control building and the primary effluent building were cleaned, 
prepped, stripped, and waxed. 

·  Treatment plant personnel completed weekly safety discussions on PPE for eyes/vision; PPE for 
ears/hearing; and safe work practices at night.   

·  Two UV bulbs were replaced during this reporting period. 
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Indicators for Water Reclamation (21 day reporting period) 
Final Flow 

·  Total pumpage for period: 40,309,000  gallons 
·  Design flow of treatment: 1,900,000 gallons per day 
·  Design maximum flow of Treatment works:  6,000,000 gallons per day 
·  Average flow for reporting period: 1,919,000 gallons per day 
·  High flow reporting period: 5,046,000 gallons 
·  Low flow reporting period: 1,475,000  gallons 

Performance Indicators for Water Produced  
Total pumpage for period:  27,938,000 gallons  
Dependable capacity of water works @ 24 hrs/day:  3,470,070 gallons per day 
Dependable capacity of water works @ 18 hrs/day:  2,548,470 gallons per day               
Average daily pumpage for reporting period:   1,330,000 gallons per day 
High day for reporting period:  1,632,000 gallons per day 
Low flow for reporting period: 1,156,000 gallons per day 
 

·  JULIE locates: 55 
·  Daily check of water facility: 21 
·  Daily water supply operational tests conducted: 360 
·  Daily water distribution operation test conducted: 96 
·  Non-daily bacteriological samples collected: 7 
·  Non-daily chemical samples collected: 5 
·  Repaired water meters: 4  
·  High water bill investigations: 6 
·  Red Tags delivered: 128 
·  Red Tag Notice shut-offs: 18  
·  Final readings: 33 
·  Backflow 1st notice: 13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 4 of 6 

 

 

We would like to encourage your school to consider participating in the Fifth Grade Poster Contest sponsored by the 
National Arbor Day Foundation.  The 2010 theme, “Trees are Terrific…and Energy Wise!” is designed to increase 
students’ understanding of how trees produce and conserve energy.  The Village of Wauconda is once again 
partnering with the Wauconda Chamber of Commerce to host a local contest to encourage as many students and 
classrooms as possible to get involved and participate.  As a reminder, the basic timeline will be: 

·  Late December – 2010 Arbor Day National Poster Contest Rules and Lesson Plans are emailed to 
participating elementary schools.   

·  Mid January - Classroom teachers allow students to create posters reflecting their understanding of the 
theme.  Each school may determine how classroom winners are selected.   

o All participating students receive a certificate of participation.   
o Classroom winners will receive a $20.00 gift certificate from the Wauconda Chamber of 

Commerce.  Each classroom winner will be invited to ride on the Village’s float in the Memorial 
Day Parade.  

·  Late January - All classroom winners are entered into a school contest.  Each school may determine how 
they will select the school winner.   

o School winners will receive a $50.00 gift certificate to the spring Village Arbor Day Tree Sale. 
o Participating schools will receive a tree planted on their grounds in the spring.   

·  Schools must submit: 
o a list of all participating students,  
o individual classroom winners (one per classroom) and  
o the original winning school poster (one per school) to the Wauconda Public Works Department by 

February 10th, 2010.     
For your information, these were the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners last year in the nationwide contest. 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    
 
We hope that your school will be involved in this worthwhile contest again this year.  Please let me know about your 
school’s participation in 2010.   
Thank you,  
 
 
Tracy Fessler  
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Environmental Quality  
Wauconda Sand and Gravel Landfill-NPL Site 
Work continues on a proposed Village ordinance revision 
that is specific to sites identified on the USEPA’s National 
Priority List.  The draft ordinance is currently under 
review by the Village attorney.         
 
 

Circle Channel Spillway Grant Project 
The snow fence placed along the 
perimeter of the circle channel spillway 
property (to protect the newly 
constructed vegetated swale from 
damage over the winter months) has 
been cut and/or pulled down twice 
during this period.  Public Works crews 
have repaired the fence both times and it 
is currently standing.  A permanent 
fence cannot be installed until the 
project is complete and the concrete 
channel is removed.  Other methods are 
currently being considered to protect the 
area from snowmobile traffic and other potentially damaging activities should the vandalism 
continue.     

 
Industrial Pretreatment Program 
Director Soccorso met with two Public Works staff members to conduct preliminary training in 
the Fats, Oils and Grease (FOG) program.  Upcoming field training is scheduled.  Wastewater 
sampling locations serving residential and commercial areas of the Village have been identified.  
Samples will be collected from these locations throughout 2010 as part of the local limits study.  
Work has begun on the preparation of the annual pretreatment program report that is due to 
Illinois EPA on January 31, 2009.    
 
Lake Level 
During this reporting period, the water level of the lake has increased from +2.5 inches to +5.5 
inches.  Ideally at this time of year, the water level in the lake should be at or below zero.  This 
allows the lake to accommodate spring snow melt and rainfall, thus reducing the likelihood of 
flooding.  The lake will continue to be monitored closely to ensure the outlet remains unblocked 
and water continues to exit freely.     

 
SWALCO Update 
SWALCO is in the process of finalizing a contract with a new vendor to collect electronics as 
part of the electronics recycling program.  Director Soccorso met with a vendor representative 
and a SWALCO representative to discuss the Village’s continued participation in this program.  
Service should continue uninterrupted.  
 
Electronic Products Recycling & Reuse Act 
The Illinois Electronic Products Recycling & Reuse Act that was signed into law in 2008 takes 
effect January 1, 2010.  Beginning on this date, electronics manufacturers are required to register 
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with Illinois EPA and collect a pre-determined tonnage of electronics for recycling.  As of 
January 1, 2012, televisions, computers, printers, and computer monitors will be banned from 
disposal in landfills.  
 
Slocum Drainage Advisory Committee 
Director Soccorso serves on this committee and serves as Secretary.  The committee held its 
third meeting on December 26, 2009.  The purpose of this committee is to provide 
recommendations to the Slocum Lake Drainage District with regards to Slocum Lake drainage 
ditch improvements.  Also on this committee are Bob Devery, Village Engineer; Mike Warner, 
Lake County SMC; Donald Krebs, Slocum Lake Drainage District; and Stevenson Mountsier, 
Lake County Board.  
       

Building and Zoning 
 
Zoning Administration Services 
Rolf Campbell and Associates (RCCA) personnel continue to work with Village staff on general 
planning and zoning questions.  Current inquiries have been primarily related to Village sign 
regulations and zoning for various commercial and industrial properties.   
 
225 S. Maple Avenue/26591 Highway 12 
RCCA attended the Dec. 16th Zoning Board of Appeals/Planning Committee meeting, worked 
with the Village Attorney on preparing the final Findings of Fact Report and Recommendations 
based on the meeting; and prepared a Memo to the Village Board regarding the two identified 
properties.  RCCA continues work with the Village Attorney to prepare a draft Ordinance.  
  
535 S. Main St. – Legion Court Property   
RCCA attended a meeting with Village Staff on Dec. 16th to review potential zoning violations 
on the subject property; RCCA prepared a memo to the property owner indicating potential 
zoning violations and setting a review meeting with Village staff in January. 
 
Lake Michigan Water Related Planning Activity  
RCCA met with Village staff to review and discuss population and employment projections for 
the Village in the year 2040.  This information, as well as projections for the year 2030 is 
required to be submitted for the IDNR Lake Michigan water pre-hearings.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


