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To:  Dan Quick, Village Administrator 
 
From:  David Geary, Director of Public Works and Building and Zoning 
 Jackie Soccorso, Director of Environmental Quality and Public Works Supt. of Admin. 

Alex Pryde, Public Works Superintendent of Operations  
Joe Schwarz, Fire Prevention Division Chief and Building Commissioner  
 

Date:  December 9, 2009 
 

Public Works, Building and Zoning and Environmental Quality Department 
Administrative Report for November 26th through December 9th  

 
Building and Zoning 
During this period, the Building & Zoning Department issued twenty three building permits for 
total revenue of approximately $6,000 and processed five Real Estate Transfer applications 
adding $375 in revenue. 

 
Dairy Queen-Coming Soon 
For the past eight weeks, the Building Department has 
been working closely with a Developer interested in 
constructing a Dairy Queen at the intersection of Main 
Street and Route 176.  During this period, the building 
permit for construction of the facility was granted.  Joe 
Schwarz and Bob Devery were instrumental in getting 
this building permit issued by working with the Illinois 
Department of Transportation and expediting the local 
review process.   
 

Updated Real Estate Transfers Inspection Forms 
From December 1 through December 10, Building Inspectors performed 11 Real Estate Transfer 
inspections. These inspections require approximately one-hour to complete.  During the 
inspection, a 4-page checklist of items is reviewed and measurements are taken of bedrooms to 
calculate the maximum number of occupants permitted. The inspection form was recently 
updated and researched for correct code reference. We have found that the new forms are easier 
for both inspector and owner to utilize. 
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New Construction Worksheets Developed 
Deb Ogorzaly has created new Excel worksheets for calculating new construction Building 
Permit Fees, Public Works Utility Fees, and Impact Fees. The Village Hall Accounting 
Department gave input when creating the forms to ensure compatibility and ease of coding for 
data entry. The new forms eliminate errors in addition and reduce the possibility of omissions.  
Local developer Town and Country Homes thanked us for the new format which they felt 
clarified charges and showed calculations in greater detail. 
 
New Procedures for Electrical and Plumbing Inspections 
The electrical and plumbing inspection process at Liberty Lakes was reviewed and a new 
procedure has been put in place. Each new home requires three inspections (underground, rough 
and final). Past procedure utilized our building inspectors for all final inspections. Going 
forward, all final inspections will be performed by our contracted licensed electrician and 
plumber. The developer was informed of the new procedure and had no objection to the added 
fees that will be passed on to each new permitted lot. 
 
Zoning 
During this period, Rolf Campbell and Associates (RCAA) personnel worked with Village staff 
on approximately ten projects including basements, sheds, tents, decks, retaining walls, and a fire 
sprinkler system for Fidelitone. They continue consulting on various zoning questions as well as 
responding to phone calls from Village Zoning Board of Appeals members with general planning 
and zoning questions.  Current inquiries have primarily been related to Village sign regulations 
and miscellaneous zoning issues.  RCCA also attended the December 2nd ZBA/PC meeting.     
 
December 2nd Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting  
RCCA attended the Dec. 2nd ZBA/PC Public Hearing to discuss the requested rezoning of two 
properties.  225 S. Maple Avenue is requesting a rezoning from R-4 to GB for a proposed 
insurance office.  RCCA staff presented a Review Memorandum and addressed questions from 
the ZBA/PC and the Applicants representatives at the Public Hearing.  The owners of the 
property at 26591 Highway 12, Lake County Water Sports LLC, have requested zoning to GB 
(upon annexation) with a Special Use Permit for a boat business.   RCCA staff presented a 
Review Memorandum and addressed questions from the ZBA/PC and the Applicants 
representatives at the Public Hearing.   
 
Public Works 
Street Department 
Snow Plowing  
During this period, the snow removal crews were 
called out to clear local roadways for several 
snow and ice events.  Crews hit the road for the 
first time this winter during the first week of 
December, spraying the pavement with brine in 
anticipation of an approaching snow storm.   
Because the roads had been preventatively 
treated, the Village’s first snowfall of the season 
on December 4th brought few problems for local 
motorists.  Crews were called out twice on 
December 8th when the area received approximately 5 inches of snow, and again the next day 
when plummeting temperatures made the roadways icy and slick.  The Street Department 
remains committed to lower road salt usage to save the Village money and protect our lake and 
wetlands.           



Page 3 of 6 

Training 
Two Street Department personnel attended a workshop by Ruekert-Mielke to receive training on 
asphalt pavement preservation.  Discussions were held on asphalt deterioration and the financial 
and environmental benefits of proactive preservation. Information was presented on several 
preservation techniques such as fog sealing, chip sealing, slurry sealing, crack filling and various 
overlay techniques.  We have already begun incorporating some of the new techniques into our 
road program so that our roads can be preserved for as long as possible.   
 
Arborist Activity 
Tree Trimming  
During this period, the Village Arborist and a crew of 4 additional personnel trimmed trees along 
the Gossell Road (from Fairfield Road to Liberty Lakes Blvd.).  This pruning is done to allow for 
proper clearance along the roadways and to remove any diseased or dying trees.     
 
Vactor Operations 
During this period, the vactor truck was used to clean 12,333 feet of sanitary sewer line 
throughout the Village.   
 
Water Department 
Lead and Copper Tap Sampling Update  
We have received confirmation from the IEPA that they have received all sample results and 
they confirm that the public water supply has passed this round of sampling.  In addition, they 
have advised us that since we have demonstrated success with triennial monitoring in the past, 
we will be allowed to return to that schedule.  Therefore, the IEPA will not require us to sample 
for lead and copper tap water compliance again until 2012. 
 
Training  
Two Water Department personnel attended a workshop by the Environmental Resources 
Training Center to receive training on material covered in the Class B water supply operator 
exam.  It is their intention to take the exam in the near future.  A Class B license is the type 
required to supervise the operation of our water supply, covering water distribution, storage, and 
chemical feed as well as specific processes that we use such as: iron filtration and ion-exchange 
softening.   Subsequent to the class, the foreman held a departmental meeting at our Liberty 
Lakes Water Plant for the purpose of reviewing practical applications on much of the theory 
covered in the class. 
 
Control Room Repair  
On December 8, we began replacing the roof of the control room at the base of Tower 2.  This 
room contains the transducer and SCADA system that reads the water level in the tower and 
must be heated. The original roof of the room was made of drywall, but through the years it has 
warped and was caving in due to humidity in the tower base.  The drywall is being replaced with 
a wood product. 
 
Water Reclamation Department  
Sand Filter Maintenance 
On November 25th the new sand filter was taken out of service for maintenance.  Reclamation 
staff worked to super-chlorinate and backwash the filter.  Chlorinating helps keep the filter clean 
and improves efficiency.  The Filter was back in service on November 30th.  
 
The following projects were also completed during this reporting period: 

·  On 12-1, repair non-potable yard hydrant on the south side of primary effluent pump 
building.  Replaced bottom o-rings.  Hydrant stopped leaking. 
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·  On 12-1, calibrate oxygen sensor in screening room of Pretreatment Building.  Sensor 
had drifted out of range and was in alarm.  Unit back in service. 

·  On 12-1, construct housing units over primary clarifier long collectors.  This is to help 
prevent the drive chains from freezing in the winter months. 

·  On 12-1, check skimmer pump on old sandfilter #2.  Pump kept going into an overload.  
The pump had been replaced after the control panels were replaced in 2008.  An amp 
draw was tested and the pump overload settings were changed.  Pump back in service. 

·  On 12-2, review and update all preventative maintenance sheets and work orders. 
·  On 12-2, replace thermostats in old sand filter building for two heaters. 
·  On 12-3, pull pump P102.  Pump was not operating properly.  Removed rags and debris 

from impeller and reinstall.  Pump now functioning correctly. 
·  On 12-8, install sampling units at significant industrial users within the Village.  

Samplers were installed at PMI Sports, Synergy, and Stack On.  Samples will be 
collected and submitted for testing. 

·  Weekly training sessions were completed on the Consent Order Agreement and 
Intergovernmental Agreement with Lake Barrington. 

·  Weekly safety sessions were completed on winter preparations and proper use of PPE. 
 

Indicators for Water Reclamation (14 day reporting period) 
Final Flow 

·  Total pumpage for period: 21,905,000  gallons 
·  Design flow of treatment: 1,900,000 gallons per day 
·  Design maximum flow of Treatment works:  6,000,000 gallons per day 
·  Average flow for reporting period: 1,565,000 gallons per day 
·  High flow reporting period: 2,144,000 gallons 
·  Low flow reporting period: 1,379,000  gallons 

Performance Indicators for Water Produced  
Total pumpage for period:  18,024,000 gallons  
Dependable capacity of water works @ 24 hrs/day:  3,470,070 gallons per day 
Dependable capacity of water works @ 18 hrs/day:  2,548,470 gallons per day               
Average daily pumpage for reporting period:   1,287,000 gallons per day 
High day for reporting period:  1,410,000 gallons per day 
Low flow for reporting period: 1,133,000 gallons per day 

·  JULIE locates: 29 
·  Daily check of water facility: 14 
·  Daily water supply operational tests conducted: 240 
·  Daily water distribution operation test conducted: 68 
·  Non-daily bacteriological samples collected: 8 
·  Non-daily chemical samples collected: 6 
·  Repaired water meters: 8  
·  High water bill investigations: 2 
·  Water quality inquiry: 1 
·  Penalty posted: 251 
·  Final readings: 48 
·  Backflow 1st notice: 11 
·  Backflow 2nd notice: 9 
·  Backflow 3rd notice: 9 
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 Wauconda Sand and Gravel Landfill-NPL Site 
Review continues on the landfill’s request to dewater the 
south side of the landfill as required by USEPA.  The 
Environmental Quality Director and Village Engineer are 
working closely with the landfill’s engineering consultant to 
determine the conditions under which additional leachate 
may be accepted into the sanitary sewer system.  At the 

present time, the Village is obligated under contract to 
accept and treat a maximum of 4,000 gallons per day of 
landfill leachate.  Work also continues on a proposed 

Village ordinance revision that is specific to sites identified on USEPA’s NPL list.       
 

Circle Channel Spillway Grant Project 
A snow fence was installed along the perimeter of the property to protect the newly constructed 
vegetated swale from damage over the winter months.  Next year, after the plants become 
established, the concrete spillway will be removed or buried and stormwater will be diverted to 
the swale.  When this project is complete, stormwater that moves through the swale will be 
naturally “cleaned” prior to being discharged to the Circle Channel.  A primary goal of this 
project is to see a reduction in the amount of solids entering the channel.  This project was 
funded, in part, though a grant awarded by the Lake County Stormwater Management 
Commission.      

 
Stream Sampling 
The Village’s NPDES permit requires the Village to participate with IEPA in a five-year stream 
study of Fiddle Creek.  The Environmental Quality Department is responsible for collecting 
samples from six different locations twice per month during the months of April through 
October.  In October, Public Works Department staff members were assigned this task.  Year 4 
of the study is now complete.     

 
Industrial Pretreatment Program 
As a result of the Village’s reorganization, some pretreatment program tasks were re-assigned to 
Public Works Department staff members.  These include permitted significant industrial user 
annual wastewater sampling, quarterly industrial zone wastewater sampling, monthly grease 
interceptor/grease trap inspections, and monthly local limits wastewater sampling.   The Director 
of Environmental Quality is still responsible for meeting these requirements and retains overall 
responsibility for the program.  The annual wastewater samples were collected earlier this week 
by Public Works Department staff members.       
 
Lake Level 
During the reporting period, the water level of the lake has dropped from +4.0 inches to +2.5 
inches.  Ideally at this time of year, the water level in the lake should be at or below zero.  This 
allows the lake to accommodate spring snow melt and rainfall, thus reducing the likelihood of 
flooding in the spring.    

 
SWALCO Update 
In the 3rd quarter of 2009, 248.50 tons of recyclable materials were collected through curbside 
waste collection.  Market values for recyclables continue to be down from the past years’ record 
highs, but are now finally on the upswing.  As such, the Village will be receiving a 3rd quarter 
recycling payment in the amount of $621.45 through the SWALCO Per Ton Payment Program.    
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SWALCO has received formal notice from IEPA that it will no longer receive State funding for 
its mobile household chemical waste collection events and Partners for Paint Program.  As such, 
the future of these programs is unknown at this time.    

 
SWALCO has instituted a plastic bag and film recycling program in Lake County pursuant to the 
Plastic Bag Recycling Act.  Items accepted include dry cleaning bags, bread bags, furniture and 
electronic wrap, plastic retail bags, produce bags, and cereal box liners.  The Wauconda 
Walgreens and Jewel-Osco are local drop-off centers for these items.            

 


