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To:  Dan Quick, Village Administrator 
 
From:  David Geary, Director of Public Works and Building and Zoning 
 Jackie Soccorso, Director of Environmental Quality and Public Works Supt. of Admin. 

Alex Pryde, Public Works Superintendent of Operations  
Joe Schwarz, Fire Prevention Division Chief and Building Commissioner  
 

Date:  February 10, 2010 
 

Public Works, Building and Zoning and Environmental Quality Department 
Administrative Report for January 28th through February 10th, 2010 

 

Public Works 
Marathon Snowfighting Session 
On February 8th and 9th, the Wauconda area received 
approximately 11 inches of snow – necessitating a thirty hour 
call out period to clear local roadways.  During this event, we 
experienced many challenges.  Because of the long hours and 
extreme conditions, it can be difficult to keep our plow 
equipment operating properly.  During this storm, both of our 
wing trucks and a pickup were forced out of service with 
mechanical issues.  One wing truck needed replacement parts 
on the fuel system. The other wing truck began experiencing problems and was towed to the 
International dealer for repairs.   At this point, the exact problem with the second wing truck is 
unclear, but it appears that the repair will be covered under our extended warranty package.  The 
pickup will need replacement ball joints and a solenoid.  This pick up is a critical piece of 
equipment during storms.  We use it to properly clear the over 100 cul-de-sacs in the Village.   
During the height of the storm, some of our crews were diverted from plowing to assist the 
Police Department with closing roadways and cordoning off an area surrounding police activity.  
This included blocking off the ramps of northbound Route 12 at Route 176. This traffic re-
routing caused additional rush hour traffic congestion making snow removal even more 
demanding.   
 
GIS 
On February 2nd, Public Works Department staff met with a representative from Ruekert-Mielke 
(our GIS service provider) to discuss the current GIS service level, needed adjustments, and 
future needs.  The representative will provide a cost estimate for improvements to the existing 
system for staff to consider adding as the budget allows. 



IPWMAN 
The Illinois Public Works Mutual Aid Network (IPWMAN) 
existence.  The Network continues to grow and to establish formalized plans and procedures.  
The network has grown from the three founding agencies that were in place last year, to 
sixty one member agencies.  The Network recently contacted member agencies, s
share the organization’s goals and projects for the coming year.  Th
center this year, establish a communications system
agencies.  The Public Works Department staf
resources and response team information.  
 
2010 Census 
On January 28th, Tracy Fessler made a presentation to the School District 
Advisory Council (BPAC) regarding
approximately 40 parents about the purpose of the census and the importance of accurately 
completing the questionnaire and returning it promptly
spring.   
 
The US Census Bureau recently 
highlighting the Village’s proclamation of support regarding the decennial census.  
 
The US Census Bureau plans to operate a Questionnaire Assistance 
Center (QAC) at the Wauconda Area Library and the 
Village Hall during March and April.  Th
residents to receive clarification about the questionnaire
a ‘language assistance guide’ (printed 
non-english speakers in completing the form, 
questionnaire in an alternate format such as large print, or Braille.  
 
Arbor Day Poster Contest 
On February 10th, winning Arbor Day posters were received from 
Robert Crown School, Transfiguration School and Wauconda 
Grade School.  These posters wil
the Illinois Department of Natural Resources for entry in the State 
of Illinois contest.  We wish each of our contestants the best of 
luck.   
 
Uniform Services 
Superintendent Soccorso met with 
Department’s contracted uniform and towel service 
discuss the current service level, s
reduction.  A cost estimate is being
in service level.  
 
Copier contract 
The Village has a contract with North Shore for copier rentals 
copier lease for the Public Works Department will end in April.  
Superintendent Soccorso met with a company representative to dis
be available at the end of the lease.  
additional options that may better fit the need o
for review.      
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The Illinois Public Works Mutual Aid Network (IPWMAN) is entering its second year of 
The Network continues to grow and to establish formalized plans and procedures.  

The network has grown from the three founding agencies that were in place last year, to 
sixty one member agencies.  The Network recently contacted member agencies, s
share the organization’s goals and projects for the coming year.  They expect to establish the call 

establish a communications system, and offer training opportunities 
.  The Public Works Department staff recently submitted a listing of available local 

resources and response team information.   

made a presentation to the School District #118 Bilingual Parent 
regarding the 2010 Census.  Information was shared with 

about the purpose of the census and the importance of accurately 
and returning it promptly when it arrives at their homes

recently shared their Wauconda Edition of “The CCC Newsbeat” 
highlighting the Village’s proclamation of support regarding the decennial census.  

Bureau plans to operate a Questionnaire Assistance 
Center (QAC) at the Wauconda Area Library and the Wauconda 
Village Hall during March and April.  These centers will allow 

clarification about the questionnaire, to receive 
printed in 59 languages) to assist 

speakers in completing the form, or to request a 
format such as large print, or Braille.   

winning Arbor Day posters were received from 
Robert Crown School, Transfiguration School and Wauconda 
Grade School.  These posters will be forwarded from our office to 

Natural Resources for entry in the State 
We wish each of our contestants the best of 

Superintendent Soccorso met with a representative of Aramark Services, the Public Works 
uniform and towel service provider.  The purpose of the meeting was to 

discuss the current service level, suggested improvements, and to identify potential areas of cost 
is being prepared by Aramark for a mutually agreed upon reduction 

The Village has a contract with North Shore for copier rentals through all Departments
copier lease for the Public Works Department will end in April.  During this period, 
Superintendent Soccorso met with a company representative to discuss different options 

end of the lease.  Three options and associated costs were presented, and 
additional options that may better fit the need of the Public Works Department, will be submitted 

is entering its second year of 
The Network continues to grow and to establish formalized plans and procedures.  

The network has grown from the three founding agencies that were in place last year, to today’s 
sixty one member agencies.  The Network recently contacted member agencies, such as ours, to 

ey expect to establish the call 
training opportunities for member 

f recently submitted a listing of available local 

118 Bilingual Parent 
formation was shared with 

about the purpose of the census and the importance of accurately 
at their homes in the 

their Wauconda Edition of “The CCC Newsbeat” 
highlighting the Village’s proclamation of support regarding the decennial census.   

, the Public Works 
.  The purpose of the meeting was to 

, and to identify potential areas of cost 
for a mutually agreed upon reduction 

through all Departments.  The 
ng this period, 

cuss different options that will 
were presented, and 

, will be submitted 



Mosquito Abatement Program
The Village has a contract with Clarke 
Superintendent Soccorso met with George Balis of Clarke Mosquito
service delivery that will be implemented this year.  Also discussed was Clarke’s renewed focus 
on innovation, community, and sustainability.  Lastly, the consolidation of mosquito control 
services and aquatic services was also discussed al
challenges.  George Balis may conduct a short presentation for the Mayor and Village Board at 
an upcoming Committee of the Whole meeting.          
 
Financial Management 
During this two week period, over 1
Finance Department for payment.  The review process includes ensuring the purchase was 
properly authorized and billed.  It includes 
other supporting documentation to ensure the purchase is valid
correctly.  Invoices are then coded for payment out of the correct accounts, 
sufficient funds are available to cover the expenses.  Several “statements of accounts” were 
reviewed to determine if the Village had any outstanding invoices
 
Project Management 
Superintendent Soccorso continues to work on projects associated with the 2008 Road Bond, 
Well #10, and SSA #13.  Project management includes invoice revi
payroll review, and maintaining the required documentation during all phases of each project.  
meeting has been set with Village and Lake County project and finance representatives to 
reconcile the SSA #13 accounts as we prepare
 
Water Department 
Fire Hydrant Replacement  
On February 2, Water Department crews
Larkdale Subdivision that had been hit by a car and damaged beyond repair.
repair around relatively ‘warm’ weather to avoid problems that could be caused if we attempted 
the repair during extremely cold temperatures.  

 

   Preparing Hydrant for Installation
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Mosquito Abatement Program 
The Village has a contract with Clarke Mosquito to provide mosquito abatement services.  
Superintendent Soccorso met with George Balis of Clarke Mosquito, to discuss changes in 
service delivery that will be implemented this year.  Also discussed was Clarke’s renewed focus 
on innovation, community, and sustainability.  Lastly, the consolidation of mosquito control 
services and aquatic services was also discussed along with some of the Village’s aquatic 
challenges.  George Balis may conduct a short presentation for the Mayor and Village Board at 
an upcoming Committee of the Whole meeting.           

period, over 130 invoices were reviewed, approved and submitted 
Finance Department for payment.  The review process includes ensuring the purchase was 

and billed.  It includes matching the invoices to packing slips, receipts, and 
ation to ensure the purchase is valid and orders have been filled 

Invoices are then coded for payment out of the correct accounts, after 
sufficient funds are available to cover the expenses.  Several “statements of accounts” were 
reviewed to determine if the Village had any outstanding invoices with vendors.  

Superintendent Soccorso continues to work on projects associated with the 2008 Road Bond, 
Well #10, and SSA #13.  Project management includes invoice review and payment, certified 
payroll review, and maintaining the required documentation during all phases of each project.  

with Village and Lake County project and finance representatives to 
reconcile the SSA #13 accounts as we prepare to close out this project.   

partment crews replaced a fire hydrant located on Laurel Avenue in the 
that had been hit by a car and damaged beyond repair.  We planned t

repair around relatively ‘warm’ weather to avoid problems that could be caused if we attempted 
the repair during extremely cold temperatures.   

                    
Preparing Hydrant for Installation                       Installed Hydrant Prior t

to provide mosquito abatement services.  
cuss changes in 

service delivery that will be implemented this year.  Also discussed was Clarke’s renewed focus 
on innovation, community, and sustainability.  Lastly, the consolidation of mosquito control 

ong with some of the Village’s aquatic 
challenges.  George Balis may conduct a short presentation for the Mayor and Village Board at 

were reviewed, approved and submitted to the 
Finance Department for payment.  The review process includes ensuring the purchase was 

to packing slips, receipts, and 
and orders have been filled 

after ensuring that 
sufficient funds are available to cover the expenses.  Several “statements of accounts” were 

.   

Superintendent Soccorso continues to work on projects associated with the 2008 Road Bond, 
ew and payment, certified 

payroll review, and maintaining the required documentation during all phases of each project.  A 
with Village and Lake County project and finance representatives to 

located on Laurel Avenue in the 
We planned this 

repair around relatively ‘warm’ weather to avoid problems that could be caused if we attempted 

 
Installed Hydrant Prior t o Backfill 
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Service Valve Replacement  
On January 27, the water service at 110 W. Church was excavated at the B-box and the service 
valve was replaced.  This replacement was necessary because we were previously unable to shut 
off the service to this vacant house. 
 
Scheduled Maintenance  
During this reporting period, we were able to perform several scheduled maintenance tasks 
including a quarterly review of the Well 4 Softener regeneration operations, a quarterly review of 
the Well 3 iron filter backwash operation, the yearly change-out of a chlorine ejector unit at Well 
6, and a monthly flushing of dead end water mains. 

 
Water Reclamation Department  
 
Reporting requirements 
During this period, staff completed both the annual Fiscal Report, and the Industrial Report for 2009.  
Both reports were mailed to the IEPA to meet the requirements of our NPDES Permit.  Staff also 
completed the USEPA 503 Sludge Report and submitted it to the USEPA.   
 
Sampling 
During this period, various required sampling was completed. On February 4th, samples were 
collected on the raw effluent, final effluent, and sludge for industrial local limits study.  That same 
day, additional samples were collected on the sludge for Special Condition #4 & #6 of our sludge 
permit.  On February 9th, staff collected samples on the final effluent for toxicity testing.  This 
completes Special Condition #12. 
 
The following tasks were completed during this reporting period: 
-On 2-3, Berryman Equipment finished repairing and installing motor on Hoffman Blower #1. 
Repairs included new bearings, repair to the rotor, and new windings on the motor. 
-On 2-8, complete daily landfill inspection. 
-On 2-8, Dahme mechanical replace sight glass inspection piping on line off sludge piston pump #2. 
-A total of two UV lamps were replaced during reporting period. 
-Weekly safety meetings were conducted on calcium chloride MSDS and on slips, trips, and falls. 
 
Completed monthly, quarterly and annual preventative maintenance items including:   

·  Replace hydraulic filter on UV system 
·  grease/oil grit screw, grease screener, gravity belt thickener, primary effluent pumps, primary and 

secondary clarifiers, sandfilter backwash bridge units, etc., 
·  grease/check belt tension on odor control unit, 
·  grease, check oil, and measure media depth on biotowers, 
·  clean filters and change oil on positive displacement blowers,  
·  complete building safety inspection: check fire extinguishers and eyewash stations; conduct visual 

building inspections; calibrate portable gas meter, dissolved oxygen probes, and stationary gas 
meters; check alarms on equipment, etc.  
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Indicators for Water Reclamation (14 day reporting period) 
Final Flow 

·  Total pumpage for period: 24,540,000  gallons 
·  Design flow of treatment: 1,900,000 gallons per day 
·  Design maximum flow of Treatment works:  6,000,000 gallons per day 
·  Average flow for reporting period: 1,610,000 gallons per day 
·  High flow reporting period: 1,903,000 gallons 
·  Low flow reporting period: 1,454,000  gallons 

Performance Indicators for Water Produced  
Total pumpage for period:  18,981,000 gallons  
Dependable capacity of water works @ 24 hrs/day:  3,470,070 gallons per day 
Dependable capacity of water works @ 18 hrs/day:  2,548,470 gallons per day               
Average daily pumpage for reporting period:   1,356,000 gallons per day 
High day for reporting period:  1,524,000 gallons per day 
Low flow for reporting period: 1,207,000 gallons per day 
 

·  JULIE locates: 9 
·  Daily check of water facility: 14 
·  Daily water supply operational tests conducted: 240 
·  Daily water distribution operation test conducted: 83 
·  Non-daily bacteriological samples collected: 8 
·  Non-daily chemical samples collected: 6 
·  Repaired water meters: 2  
·  High water bill investigations: 2 
·  Penalty posted: 366 
·  Final readings: 11 
·  Backflow 2nd notice: 7 
·  Backflow 3rd notice: 1 

 
The Mayor received the following email highlighting the recent road work on Lake Shore Blvd. 
Date: Jan 29, 2010 - Mark, I just want to thank you and the board of trustees for the clarity of 
your goals and the way you communicate to this community.  And again, I cannot tell you how 
grateful I and our little neighborhood appreciate the way you people have cleaned up a waiting 
accident from happening on Lake Shore Blvd.  A fantastic job!  My hopes and prayers are with 
you and the council as you pour integrity and clarity into balancing the budget and moving us in 
the right direction.  Dr. Hal Edwards 

 
Building and Zoning 
Zoning Services  
 
Rolf C. Campbell and Associates (RCCA) staff continues to work on 
various zoning and planning issues.  Current inquiries and reviews 
have included zoning questions related to home businesses and a 
tattoo studio, political signs, smaller homes for the Town & Country 
development, potential redevelopment for a site off Kent Drive, and 
nonconforming lot/structure issues.  Work continues with Lake 
County Water Sports LLC., and a property located on Legion Court.   
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The following letter was received at the Building Department:  
 
February 8, 2010 
Dear Mr. Schwarz, 
Since the 1930’s my family has owned property in the Lake View Villa subdivision of Wauconda 
and currently I own a secondary residence in Wauconda at the above address. During the 
Christmas Holiday’s a young who is a family acquaintance called me and asked if she could stay 
at my house while she resolved some financial situations after her recent divorce. Since it was 
the Christmas season and I had the property closed for the winter I agreed to help her during 
this trying time. 
In December of 2009 I received a call from Ms Debra Ogorzaly who explained that my property 
must have a building inspection before I could allow anyone to live there so I paid an inspection 
fee and had an inspection conducted by Mr. Charlie Buschick.   
I am certain that when residents are upset your phone is quickly ringing however I feel that it is 
only appropriate to send you a letter to commend these two Village employees on outstanding 
public service.  Inspector Buschick went through an extensive checklist and explained each item 
to me in layman’s terms and in the event of an item in question he referred the problem to 
another inspector who was an expert in that field. Ms. Ogorazaly was always available to 
answer in a polite and courteous manner which made me feel that the village is truly concerned 
with safety and not concerned with fees and fines. With the recent village employee consolidation 
I am certain that Ms Orogzaly has inherited an increased work load she continues to courteously 
assist me with my Village compliance when I called her and this includes a time when I called 
her cell phone while she was eating lunch.  
Although the economy has had a toll on all municipal employees and governments through the 
state it is indeed a pleasure to deal with two truly professional individuals. 
 
Sincerely, 

���������	
���
��
 

 

Environmental Quality  
 
Wauconda Sand and Gravel Landfill-NPL Site 
Work continues on a proposed Village ordinance revision that is 
specific to sites identified on USEPA’s National Priorities List 
(NPL).  In addition, the landfill SCADA system is being 
evaluated in order to ensure that proper daily flows are being 
recorded.  Once this is verified, the Village will no longer need 

to conduct the thrice weekly site visits that are currently being completed.   
 
At the Feb 4 Public Works/Building and Zoning Committee Meeting, Director Soccorso briefed 
those in attendance on the history of the landfill and current challenges with regards to its 
operation and wastewater discharge.    

 
Clark Oil - L.U.S.T Site 
Director Soccorso periodically monitors the progress of the remediation activities in regards to 
the leaking underground storage tank (L.U.S.T.) site located at the Clark Oil at the corner of 
Bangs St. and Rte. 176.  Although the tank was removed in the 1980’s, the site has not yet met 
Illinois EPA’s requirements for clean-up. The site consultant has submitted a Public Works 
permit application for additional soil borings to monitor for groundwater contamination.  The 
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application was reviewed and the consultant will be taking these borings along Osage St. and 
Bangs St.  In addition, Director Soccorso has been working closely with the site consultant on an 
application for a wastewater discharge permit.  The site consultant is seeking Village approval 
for the installation of a pretreatment system designed to treat the groundwater contamination and 
then discharge it to the Village’s sanitary sewer collection system. Lastly, Director Soccorso met 
with the Wauconda Park District, to discuss the site consultant’s plans to add additional 
groundwater monitoring wells on Park District property.      
 
Industrial Pretreatment Annual Report Complete 
The Village is required to prepare and submit a comprehensive report to Illinois EPA on an 
annual basis.  This report summarizes the activities and impacts of the Village’s industrial 
pretreatment program.  It includes a summary of each significant industrial user, significant non-
compliance calculations, wastewater sampling history, wastewater sample results, program 
budget information, and any significant changes made to the program since the date of the last 
report.  It also includes the results of the sampling that is required in Special Condition #8 of the 
NPDES permit.  The report was submitted on January 27, 2010.  Illinois EPA reviewed the 
report and followed-up with Director Soccorso.  At this time, Illinois EPA is satisfied with the 
report.   
 
Proposed Screen Printing Business 
Director Soccorso met with Joe Schwarz, Building Commissioner, and an individual interested in 
opening a screen printing business in Wauconda.  The potential impact to the Village’s sanitary 
sewer system of the wastewater generated in the screen printing process was discussed.  The 
individual will need to submit additional information to the Village to continue the review 
process.    
 
FOG Inspections  
During the reporting period, 21 grease interceptors/grease traps were inspected.  These 
inspections help to ensure that food service facilities are not discharging excess amounts of 
grease to the sanitary sewer collection system.  Excess grease can cause blockages in the 
collection system, possibly resulting in sanitary sewer overflows (SSOs).  If the Village 
experiences an SSO, it must report it to the Illinois EPA and may incur enforcement actions up to 
and including fines.  
 
Lake Level 
During the reporting period, the lake level dropped from +3.5 inches to +2.75 inches.  Ideally, 
the water level in the lake should be at or below zero.  This allows the lake to accommodate 
spring snow melt and rainfall, thus reducing the likelihood of flooding.  The lake will continue to 
be monitored closely to ensure the outlet remains unblocked and water exits freely.     

 
SWALCO Update 
As a member of SWALCO, the Village is eligible to receive quarterly payments based upon the 
number of tons of recyclables collected through curbside collection and the current market value 
for recyclable commodities.  The Village will receive a 4th quarter payment in the amount of 
$1,357.45 for the 271.49 tons of recyclable collected during that quarter. 
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The following article was recently written about Public Works Department employee Duke 
Goessling:   
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