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Date:  May 12, 2009 
 
To:  Dan Quick, Village Administrator 
 
From:  David Geary, Director of Public Works 

Betty Harrison, Superintendent of Administration 
Alex Pryde, Superintendent of Operations 

 
Public Works Administrative Report for May 1st thro ugh May 14th 

 
Street Department  
 
SWALCO Shoe recycling  
The United Partnership of 
Wauconda has spent the last 
year collecting old, unwanted 
gym shoes donated by local 
residents to be recycled 
through the 2009 Nike 
Reuse-A-Shoe program.  The 
Public Works Department 
was proud to assist the 
United Partnership by storing 
the ever growing mountain of 
shoes over the past year and 
on April 30th, our staff 
delivered them (in two large 
dump trucks) to the central 
drop-off site in Grayslake.  In 
all, 4,265 shoes were 
collected by the group and 
will be turned into “Nike 
Grind” to make new sports fields, tracks, playgrounds and other athletic surfaces.  
 
APWA Snow Conference  
The Street Department foreman and alternate foreman attended the American Public Works 
Association Snow Conference in Des Moines, Iowa on April 26-29th.  The Snow Conference 
showcased educational programs, roundtable discussions, and technical tours on everything from 
new equipment and technology to information on the newest practices in snow removal and 
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winter road maintenance.  The conference provided valuable information and allowed employees 
to interact with other Public Works professionals to gain new ideas on winter operations.  
 
Bangs Lake Weed Harvester 
The annual Bangs Lake weed harvesting began the first week of May.  During the first few days 
of operation, six yards of aquatic plants were cut and removed from the lake.  The weeds are 
taken to Midwest Organics where they will be used in the compost that they produce and sell.   
 
Street Sweeping 
During this period, the street sweeper was used to clean various areas throughout town including 
the treatment plant, older sections of town, Route 176, and the Larkdale subdivision.  Fifty five 
(55) yards of debris were removed during its operation.   
 
Tree Removal  
Street Department personnel cut and removed 18-20 trees at Oakdale Ave. and Woodland Rd. to 
allow for the installation of new storm drain pipe. An additional 15 trees that had already fallen 
into the swamp were removed as well to make room for this installation.  The new storm water 
drainage pipe has been added to improve drainage in the neighborhood.   
 
Vactor Operations  
During this period, the vactor has cleaned 5,051 feet of line and was used to clean out the 
chlorine contact tanks at the waste water treatment plant.  The truck was also used to clear 
culverts and storm lines to control flooding.   
 
Water Division 
 
Well # 3 Maintenance 
A few weeks ago, Well #3 was taken out of service for maintenance 
work on the pump.  In order to bring the well back on-line, we are 
required to collect two satisfactory coliform samples from the well 
and adjoining plant.  A satisfactory sample is zero coliform 
colonies. After collecting four samples, two of which did not pass 
this test, the well was rechlorinated and the Water Department is 
now pumping the well to waste twenty-four hours a day in order to 
obtain satisfactory samples.  This is the same procedure that we 
have been following for similar well repairs in the recent past. 
While the well was out of service, the raw water flow meter was 
repaired, and a fifty year old 8-inch gate valve was replaced. 
 
Lead & Copper Tap Sampling 
Fifty-nine of the IEPA required sixty compliance samples have been collected in the lead and 
copper sampling program.  We have received results for forty-six of these samples.  One sample 
exceeded the lead action level and three samples exceeded the copper action level.  Six samples 
(out of the sixty) are allowed to exceed the lead level and six samples (out of the sixty) to exceed 

the copper level. 
 
Sampling Taps 
The IEPA requires collection of monthly bacteriological 
samples of both the raw water and the finished water at 
each water plant.  In order to achieve a clean and efficient 
sample collection procedure, new sample taps were 
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installed at all water plants.  (The photo shows the two side faucets added at the Liberty Lake 
Water Treatment Plant.)  These sampling taps now flow into a sink instead of onto the floor. 
 
Water Reclamation Division 
 
Process and Maintenance. 
During this period:  The chlorine contact tanks were put through their annual cleaning and 
inspection.  Three UV bulbs were replaced – all the bulbs are nearing the end of their expected 
life (12,000 hours of use).   A new air line was installed in the Grit tank.  Fall protection bases 
were installed at the chlorine contact tanks.   
 
Performance Indicators for Water Reclamation (14 day reporting period) – Final Effluent 

·  Total pumpage for period:  35,207,000 gallons 
·  Design flow of treatment:  1,900,000 gallons per day 
·  Design maximum flow of treatment works:   6,000,000 gallons per day 
·  Average flow for reporting period:  2,515,000 gallons per day 
·  High flow for reporting period:  3,587,000 gallons per day 
·  Low flow for reporting  period:  1,674,000 gallons per day 

Performance Indicators for Water Produced  
·  Total pumpage for period:  19,080,000 gallons  
·  Dependable capacity of water works @ 24 hrs/day:  3,470,070 gallons per day 
·  Dependable capacity of water works @ 18 hrs/day:  2,548,470 gallons per day               
·  Average daily pumpage for reporting period:   1,363,000 gallons per day 
·  High day for reporting period:  1,597,000 gallons per day 
·  Low flow for reporting period: 999,000 gallons per day 

Water Department Activity and Weekly Projects 
·  JULIE locates: 96 
·  Daily check of water facility: 14 
·  Daily water supply operational tests conducted: 308 
·  Daily water distribution operation test conducted: 80 
·  Non-daily bacteriological samples collected: 13 
·  Installed water meters: 1 
·  High water bill investigations: 1 
·  Water quality inquiry: 1 
·  Penalty posted: 253 
·  Final readings: 28 
·  Backflow 2nd notice: 17 
·  Backflow 3rd notice: 1 

 


