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Date:  May 28, 2009 
 
To:  Dan Quick, Village Administrator 
 
From:  David Geary, Director of Public Works 

Betty Harrison, Superintendent of Administration 
Alex Pryde, Superintendent of Operations 

 
Public Works Administrative Report for May 15 th through May 28th 

 
IPWMAN Activation 
On May 15th, the newly formed Illinois Public Works Mutual Aid Network (IPWMAN) initiated 
its first-ever activation with a request for assistance for Southern Illinois communities hardest hit 
by violent spring storms.  The State of Illinois activated the network, requesting that member 
agencies assist with debris removal activities.  The Village of Wauconda sent two of our 
employees (Chris Esvang and Bart Romero) and one dump truck to be part of this historic 
response.  Our representatives were part of a 26 person task force that departed on Sunday, May 
17th and returned on Friday, May 22nd.  Other agencies included in the task force were the City of 
Champaign, City of Macomb, Stephenson County, City of Urbana, and the Village of Villa 
Park.  Bart and Chris worked long hours in Carterville, Illinois removing 270 yards of brush, and 
greatly assisting a community that had truly been overwhelmed by fallen trees and branches.  
Their experience during the deployment will be one we 
will learn from, as it will help us to be better prepared 
in case we are ever in a situation where we need to call 
for similar assistance.    
 
Public Works Open House 
The Department held its third annual Open House on 
May 23rd from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  Several hundred 
visitors interacted with the Public Works staff to learn 
about the many services offered by the Department, 
such as treating and distributing drinking water and 
maintaining the underground infrastructure.  The 
Village Arborist gave residents advice regarding tree 
care and also distributed evergreen saplings that were 
generously provided by Village Attorney Rudy Magna 
for residents to take home to plant in their yards.  
Almost 150 visitors took a guided tour of the 
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wastewater treatment plant where they learned about the extensive process that wastewater goes 
through to be properly treated before it is released to Fiddle Creek.  We were again fortunate 
enough to have refreshments provided by Village Engineer Bob Devery.  While residents 
enjoyed their hot dogs, popcorn and soda, they were able to visit displays from some of our 
partner agencies such as The Village’s Environmental Quality Department, the Solid Waste 
Agency of Lake County (SWALCO), Clarke Mosquito Control, and the Community Emergency 
Response Team (CERT).   This annual event was held in celebration of National Public Works 
Week, and provided visitors with education and information about the many services the Village 
Public Works Department offers its residents.    
 
Street Department 

Memorial Day Parade  
Wauconda’s Arbor Day 
Poster Contest school 
winners rode onboard the 
Wauconda Public Works 
Department’s entry in the 
Memorial Day parade on 
May 25th.   The trailer, with 
flowers, shrubs, trees and 
even a birdbath looked great 
and helped showcase the 
poster contest winners in a 
beautiful setting. 

 
Landscaping 
Landscaping work was done at the Public Works Department facility, in front of the Police 
Station, in front of the Community Activity Center, and by several lift stations during this 
reporting period.  Shrubbery and trees were added to help camouflage utility pipes and 
generators and to soften the look of lift stations so they would better integrate into 
neighborhoods.   
  
Water Department  
Well # 3 Maintenance 
Well # 3 was put back into service on May 21st.  Considerable work was required at start-up due 
to the plant being non-operational for five weeks.  Chlorine gas regulators had to be rebuilt, the 
phosphate feed pump was overhauled, the chemical feed pumps had to be primed and the dosage 
rates reestablished, the filter backwash rate adjusted, the new air release valve adjusted and new 
flow meters required calibration. 
 
Lead & Copper Tap Sampling 
All 60 compliance samples required by the IEPA Lead and Copper Tap Sampling program have 
been collected.  Results from 59 of these sites have been received.  One sample was found to 
have exceeded the lead action level and three samples exceeded the copper action level.  Based 
on the number of samples collected, no more than six samples would be allowed to exceed the 
lead and/or copper action level.  The Lead and Copper Tap sampling program must be run again 
in six months.  If we continue to have acceptable results (not exceeding lead or copper levels in 
six or more samples) we will once again be on a reduced monitoring schedule which requires 
running this sampling program once every three years.  
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Water Main Flushing 
The biannual flushing of the water mains was delayed this year due to the collection of samples 
for lead and copper.  The flushing of the mains disrupts the sediment in the water mains and 
could affect the sample results.  At this time, all of the high zone (except for the Hillcrest 
subdivision) has been flushed.  The Department will now begin work on flushing hydrants in the 
low zone.  
 
Macintosh Drive Water main repair 
On May 13th, a resident called and stated that water appeared 
to be ‘boiling up’ in the parkway on Macintosh Drive.  Upon 
investigation, it was found that the water main was broken at 
this location.  Repairing the main required shutting down the 
water and excavating the main.  A 15-inch repair sleeve was 
installed over the 2-inch hole in the main.  Nine houses were 
without water for approximately four hours while the repairs 
were being made.  Upon resumption of the water service, a 
precautionary boil order was issued for the affected homes.  
 
Water Reclamation Department  
Process and Maintenance 
During this period the new sand filter was taken out of service for maintenance.  The tank was 
drained and the filter was super chlorinated. This process kills all bacteria and slime growth that 
may be occurring in the filter.  Chlorinated waste water from this process was de-chlorinated and 
returned to the head of the plant for processing.  After the cleaning, the filter was put back in 
service.   
 
Primary effluent pump N2 
The suction side valve was replaced with the assistance of Dahme Mechanical and the pump was 
pulled on the primary effluent pump N2 for service. 
 
Open House  
The Water Reclamation Department staff worked to prepare the plant for visitors during Open 
House.  All light poles and hydrants on site were painted so the grounds would look their best.  
The gas lines, flow direction valve, vent pipes and beams for hoists were also painted in 
preparation for tours through the buildings.  Finally, the floors in both the blower room in the 
pretreatment building and the UV building were touched up with paint. 
 
Performance Indicators for Water Reclamation (14 day reporting period) – Final Effluent 

·  Total pumpage for period:  23,766,000 gallons 
·  Design flow of treatment:  1,900,000 gallons per day 
·  Design maximum flow of treatment works:   6,000,000 gallons per day 
·  Average flow for reporting period:  1,698,000 gallons per day 
·  High flow for reporting period:  2,392,000 gallons per day 
·  Low flow for reporting  period:  1,420,000 gallons per day 

Performance Indicators for Water Produced  
·  Total pumpage for period:  20,440,000 gallons  
·  Dependable capacity of water works @ 24 hrs/day:  3,470,070 gallons per day 
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·  Dependable capacity of water works @ 18 hrs/day:  2,548,470 gallons per day               
·  Average daily pumpage for reporting period:   1,460,000 gallons per day 
·  High day for reporting period:  1,614,000 gallons per day 
·  Low flow for reporting period: 1,236,000 gallons per day 

Water Department Activity and Weekly Projects 
·  JULIE locates: 71 
·  Daily check of water facility: 14 
·  Daily water supply operational tests conducted:225 
·  Daily water distribution operation test conducted: 64 
·  Non-daily bacteriological samples collected: 8 
·  Non-daily chemical samples collected: 5 
·  Repaired water meters: 3  
·  Installed water meters: 1 
·  Lawn irrigation meter install: 1 
·  Water quality inquiry : 2 
·  Red Tags delivered: 118 
·  Final readings: 17 
·  Backflow 1st notice: 17 
·  Backflow 3rd notice: 8 

 


