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To:  Dan Quick, Village Administrator 
 
From:  David Geary, Director of Public Works and Building and Zoning 
 Jackie Soccorso, Director of Environmental Quality and Public Works Supt. of Admin. 

Alex Pryde, Public Works Superintendent of Operations  
Joe Schwarz, Fire Prevention Division Chief and Building Commissioner  
 

Date:  November 25, 2009 
 

Public Works, Building and Zoning and Environmental Quality Department 
Administrative Report for November 12th through November 25th  

 
Public Works 
Church Street Sidewalk/Safe Routes To School 
The Village of Wauconda has notified the Illinois Department of Transportation that it will not 
be awarding the Church Street sidewalk construction (as part of the Safe Routes to School Grant) 
because the bids came in higher than the available grant award.  The grant award was for 
$35,000.  The low bid for the job was $49,376.  In order to move forward with the project, the 
Village would have had to fund the difference of approximately $14,400, which was not 
budgeted for.  The large cost 
difference is due mainly to the fact 
that since the roadway is not 
centered in the documented right of 
way, it would have had to have 
been moved in several areas.   
 
Street Department 
Annual Snow Plow Training  
On November 18th and 19th, the 
Public Works Department 
conducted its third annual snow plow driver refresher training.  During the 
event, each driver was field tested on particular skills behind the wheel.  The 
course has several testing areas: performance of the pre-trip inspection, a cross 
walk stop, a serpentine exercise (operating in forward and reverse), passage of 
parked vehicles, backing into a loading dock, maneuvering through an off-set 
alleyway and steering through an area of diminishing clearance.  The training is 
run as a friendly competition with the drivers competing for a holiday turkey.  
This year’s winner was Tony Arizzi.    
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Hollow Hill Street Lights  
Street Department crews continued their focused effort on employing the Department’s new 
thumper to repair street lights in the Industrial Park.  All the street lights (except for two) are 
now on in the area.  The two remaining lights are fed by lines that have a break underneath a 
driveway or other paved area.  Since repairing these lights would require digging through 
pavement, which would have to be replaced (an unbudgeted expense), these repairs have put on 
hold until funding becomes available.   
 
Holiday Decorating 
During this period, four Street Department personnel worked for two days adding holiday lights 
and seasonal decorations to the Main Street area in preparation for the Wauconda Chamber of 
Commerce’s Annual Holiday Walk to be held on December 5th.   
 
Arborist Activity 
Tree Removal and Stumping  
During this period, the Village Arborist removed 2 dead trees, one on Larkdale Row and one on 
West Church Street.  He also spent one day removing thirty one stumps that had been left from 
previous tree removals on the right of way.   
 
Water Department 
Lead and Copper Tap Sampling Update  
As of November 25th, we have collected all 60 required samples and have received results for all 
samples. Two samples exceeded the action level for lead and none of the samples exceeded the 
action level for copper.  Since a public water supply is allowed to have 10 percent of their 
sample set exceed the IEPA action level for lead before further steps are required to lower lead 
levels, the Village will only be required to sample annually.  If the annual sampling for the next 
two years is comparable, we will drop to the reduced monitoring program.  In this program, 
sampling is required once every three years.   

 
Water Service Repair - 401 Oak Grove Circle  
Around midnight on Saturday, November 14th, we received a request to shut down the water 
service at this residence due to a leak in their portion of the service line causing water to enter 
the basement.  A plumber was on site to repair the leak.  When our on-call personnel arrived on 
site and attempted to shut off the water service, the shutoff valve broke in the open position and 
began leaking. In response, a four man crew was assembled, the B box was hydro-excavated, the 
faulty valve was replaced by 5:30 a.m., and the homeowner’s plumber was able to complete his 
repairs.  The old curb stop, installed approximately ten years ago, is of a type no longer allowed 
according to our updated specifications, as it is prone to this type of failure. 

      
Failed Center Plug, Pulled Out Under Stress  Completed Repair 
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B box Repair, Marlene Court  
One common B box services the water line that feeds 25 
apartments in the Marlene Court Apartment complex.  
Previously, we were unable to shut down this B box 
when the owner had to repair a leaking service line on 
their property.  On November 19th, we excavated the 
line, removed the old B box and freed up the valve so 
that it operates properly.  The vac truck allowed us to 
excavate only a small hole around an existing gas main 
and storm sewer and we were able work above grade 
while making the repair. 
 

Well 3 Flow Meter  
Our SCADA system continually monitors and 
records hundreds of events and operating 
parameters at our water production and storage 
facilities.  Intermittent false raw water flow rate 
fluctuations were observed from our Well #3 
beginning on November 17th.  This was traced to 
the transducer circuitry from the flow meter and 
was not an actual fluctuation from the well pump.  
Raw water flow rate is important not only as an 
indicator of well pump performance, but also as 
an integral part of our control system.  The pre-set 
flow rate set-point is used to permit the 

chlorination process to run and the well pump to continue to run.  These controls are built in to 
prevent process errors and to notify operators of pump damage.  Maintenance of these items is 
critical to maintaining a quality and consistent water supply.  Wiring to the transducer was 
replaced and rerouted to reduce the possibility of outside 
interference to the circuit. 
 
Water Reclamation Department  
Wet Weather Pump Replacement  
On November 24th, ITT Flygt replaced the main electric cable to 
pump P101.  This pump is used during wet weather flow conditions.  
The electric cable had become worn in a few areas.  Wear was 
noticed during routine semi-annual maintenance on pumps.  Work 
was completed (for approximately $1,500) and the pump is back in 
service.  
The following projects were also completed during this period: 

-On 11-11, complete restoration on facility grounds from non-potable 
water break. 
-On 11-11 and 11-12, pump down and clean out portion of solids 
contact tank.  Work was also completed on the north and south 
primary effluent wet wells.  All of these tasks were completed with the help of the Vactor truck and 
crew.  Work was completed as part of the preventative maintenance program. 
- On 11-16, Gasvoda calibrated final effluent flow meter.  Meter checks out in good condition.  Work 
was completed as part of the annual pm program. 
-On 11-17, complete Daily Discharge Monitoring Reports (DMR’s) for the month of October.  
Reports were mailed to IEPA. 
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-11-19 through 11-24 the old sandfilter tanks  were taken out of service, cleaned and chlorinated.  
Periodic maintenance keeps the sand and under drain system clean and helps improve efficiency of 
filters.   
-Three UV lamps were replaced during this reporting period. Each bulb costs approximately $210 to 
replace.    

 
Indicators for Water Reclamation (14 day reporting period) 

 
Final Flow 

·  Total pumpage for period: 19,143,000  gallons 
·  Design flow of treatment: 1,900,000 gallons per day 
·  Design maximum flow of Treatment works:  6,000,000 gallons per day 
·  Average flow for reporting period: 1,367,000 gallons per day 
·  High flow reporting period: 1,456,000 gallons 
·  Low flow reporting period: 1,328,000  gallons 

 
Performance Indicators for Water Produced  
Total pumpage for period:  18,177,000 gallons  
Dependable capacity of water works @ 24 hrs/day:  3,470,070 gallons per day 
Dependable capacity of water works @ 18 hrs/day:  2,548,470 gallons per day               
Average daily pumpage for reporting period:   1,298,000 gallons per day 
High day for reporting period:  1,392,000 gallons per day 
Low flow for reporting period: 1,171,000 gallons per day 

·  JULIE locates: 75 
·  Daily check of water facility: 14 
·  Daily water supply operational tests conducted: 240 
·  Daily water distribution operation test conducted: 122 
·  Non-daily bacteriological samples collected: 7 
·  Non-daily chemical samples collected: 5 
·  High water bill investigations: 4 
·  Water quality inquiry: 1 
·  Final readings: 39 
·  Red Tag delivery: 113 
·  Red Tag shut offs: 12 
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Building and Zoning 
 
Approximately 50 building inspections and 10 real estate transfer 
inspections were conducted during this reporting period.  Thirty 
one new permits were issued including six new single family 
homes in Liberty Lakes East. Total revenue for these permits 
was $70,487.80. Additional income from Real Estate Inspections 
totaled $750.00. 

Zoning 
Rolf Campbell staff continues to work with Building Department staff on various zoning 
questions related to current applications for building permits.  Current general applications and 
inquiries included potential accessory uses for POD metal container storage boxes, a potential 
garage tear down and replacement for a property with multiple PINs and potential multiple 
zoning lots, sign permit questions, inquiries for potential metal recycling use in the Village and 
various other zoning questions.  Staff prepared for and attended the November 18th Zoning Board 
of Appeal Meeting for general updates and review of procedures.  Minutes and informational 
packets were prepared for the December 2nd Zoning Board of Appeals meeting.   

 
 Environmental Quality  
 
Below is a chart provided by SWALCO summarizing donations 
received from the electronic recycling program from January – 
June of 2009.  The Public Works Department has collected over 
24 tons of material from almost 550 participants.   

Location Collection Dates Number of 
Partcipants 

Number 
of TV's 

Weight 
of TV's 

(lbs) 

Number 
of 

Monitors 

Weight 
of 

Monitors 
(lbs) 

E-
Scrap 
(lbs) 

TOTAL 
TONS 

Siemens, Deerfield Apr 17 25 6 390 12 540 1,212 1.07 

City of North Chicago Jan 9 & May 22 52 27 1,740 66 2,517 4,292 4.27 

Village of Lindenhurst May 16 130 113 7,126 110 3,735 10,174 10.52 

Village of Round Lake Beach Feb 19, Apr 16, Jun 18* 152 28 1,702 98 3,715 3,967 7.94 

Baxter, Three Campuses Jun 1 - June 5 180 66 3,362 86 3,245 7,365 6.99 

City of Lake Forest Jan 1 - Jun 30 210 211 12,247 148 5,770 6,948 12.48 

Village of Deerfield Mar 21 & May 16 235 101 5,762 118 4,972 7,477 9.11 

Cuba Township Mar 20 - Jun 30* 239 88 5,718 80 3,333 4,892 11.21 

Village of Round Lake Jan 13, Mar 10, May 12 246 116 6,409 129 4,795 9,416 10.31 

Warren Township Apr 14 - Apr 16 265 123 6,344 199 7,153 13,882 13.69 

Vernon Township Jan 9, May 22 280 200 9,927 294 10,787 13,403 17.06 

Abbott Labs Jan16 359 160 8,799 243 9,117 16,598 17.26 

Village of Vernon Hills Apr 25 366 135 7,558 125 4,253 10,083 10.95 

Village of Grayslake Jun 6 386 194 12,208 188 4,752 18,593 17.78 

Village of Gurnee Jan 23 433 175 8,958 291 10,385 20,722 20.03 

Wauconda Township Jan - Jun  506 291 15,778 284 10,061 24,887 25.36 

Village of Wauconda Jan - Jun  547 176 12,056 226 9,758 19,878 24.07 

Grant Township Jan 1 - Jun 30 564 334 4,277 378 12,888 32,271 34.30 

Village of Mundelein May 1 - June 30 641 158 8,447 171 5,482 16,228 22.49 

City of Highland Park Jan 1 - Jun 30 1,884 512 24,422 656 22,203 51,936 56.50 

TOTAL   7,700 3,214 163,230 3,902 139,461 294,224 333.39 

 


