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To:  Dan Quick, Village Administrator 
 
From:  David Geary, Director of Public Works and Building and Zoning 
 Jackie Soccorso, Director of Environmental Quality and Public Works Supt. of Admin. 

Alex Pryde, Public Works Superintendent of Operations  
Joe Schwarz, Fire Prevention Division Chief and Building Commissioner  
 

Date:  February 24, 2010 
 

Public Works, Building and Zoning and Environmental Quality Department 
Administrative Report for February 11 th through February 24th, 2010 

 

Public Works 
Contract Management 
After the meeting between Public Works Department staff and GIS provider Ruekert-Mielke, 
several requested GIS maintenance issues were resolved at no additional cost to the Village.  
Ruekert-Mielke also provided cost estimates for upgrades to the system.  These proposals were 
reviewed and, at this time, the Village will hold off on these upgrades due to budgetary 
constraints.   
 
Personnel Management 
During this reporting period, two employees sustained injuries while on the job.  Superintendent 
Soccorso investigated the conditions surrounding these injuries to ensure that proper corrective 
action is taken to prevent them from occurring in the future.  She has also filed all the required 
reports.    
 
Project Management-SSA #13 
Public Works continues to work with the Finance Department and the Village Engineer on the 
reconciliation of the SSA #13 accounts as we are preparing to close-out this project.  A meeting 
was held with Lake County representatives on February 22nd to reconcile the Village’s 
accounting with the County’s.  Final payments are now being processed to close the project out.  
A meeting will be coordinated with homeowner representatives to answer any remaining 
questions that they may have.   
 
Public Works Safety Program 
During this reporting period, all (applicable) staff reviewed the following safety topics: 

·  Preventing Trips, Slips, and Falls 
·  Forklift Safety 
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·  Loader Safety  
Superintendent Soccorso has the responsibility for maintaining our safety program and recently 
met with the Safety Committee.  The committee consists of a representative from each of the 
three divisions: streets, water, and water reclamation.  This is a regular monthly meeting 
designed to allow staff representatives to report safety concerns.  This meeting is also used to 
evaluate the Department’s current safety program and to make suggestions for improvement.  
The Department’s building safety inspection procedure is currently under review to ensure that 
inspections are performed consistently among the three divisions and that any deficiencies noted 
are corrected in a timely manner.   
 
Public Works Brochure Update 
In preparation for the upcoming Wauconda Area Chamber of Commerce Expo this weekend, the 
Public Works general information tri-fold brochure has been updated.  It is attached to this 
report.    
 
Street Division 
Snow Plowing Activity 
During this reporting period, the Department had three callouts for snow clearing.  The charts 
below show the continued concerted effort of the Public Works Department to conserve road salt 
usage to save money and protect the environment.   

 
 
Arborist Activity 
In anticipation of the 2010 Road Bond road construction, tree work was performed along 
Sunnyside Avenue.  Two large (35 foot and 55 foot) Siberian Elms were removed and brush was 
cut back to the property line in an area approximately 75’ long.  This clearing was necessary so 
that a new ditch line can be added along the road when it is reconstructed.  This will improve 
drainage for the neighborhood.  
 
Pothole Filling 
Street Division personnel have been filling potholes in various areas of town, most notably along 
Callahan Road.  Streets in more areas of town will be addressed in the near future. 
 
Water Division  
The Water Division recently worked with a local contractor to conduct a leak detection survey 
on the water system.  A complete report will be provided on the findings as soon as it is received 
The following leaks were identified from the study:   
 
 
 

0 10 20 30 40 50 60

1

AMOUNT OF CALLOUTS

CALLOUTS 2006/2007

2007/2008

2008/2009

2009/2010

0 500 1000 1500 2000 2500 3000 3500

1

AMOUNT OF SALT (TONS)

SALT USAGE 2006/2007

2007/2008

2008/2009

2009/2010



Page 3 of 8 

Fire Hydrant Repair   
Our leak detection contractor located a leak in the water 
system along Park Avenue (in front of Lindy’s Landing).  On 
February 17th, we disassembled the fire hydrant valve at this 
location and discovered a water main gasket stuck inside the 
valve seat.  It was repaired and placed back into service. 
 
Water Service Repair  
On February 17th a leaking service line at 401 Farmhill Circle 
was excavated, the problem located, and the crack repaired in 
the service line at the connection to the B-box 

 
Water Main Repair  
A major leak was identified in the water main at 330 S. Main Street.  On February 18th, we 
excavated and repaired a ¼” circular crack in our 6” water main.  One and a half feet of 
pavement above the line, and a break in the sanitary sewer line below the line, prevented the 
water from ever surfacing.  A large sized boulder lying underneath the water main at the location 
of the crack and may be the cause of the break.  It had to be chiseled out in order to make room 
for our repair clamp.  For the five days following the repair, our ‘daily water pumped’ has 
decreased and the daily flows at the treatment plant has been noted as well. 
 

 

  
Location of Leak Not Surfacing               Circular Crack in 6” Water Main 

 

  
Removal of Rock                                        Completed Repair 
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Water Service Repair  
A leak was pinpointed on the street side of the B box at 822 Bonner Road.  Since the water was 
bubbling out and the leak was very close to the customer’s house, we excavated and replaced the 
service valve and B-box the same day to prevent possible infiltration into their building.  The vac 
truck proved invaluable in making this repair in a timely manner without a water shutdown and 
without extensive damage to the resident’s yard. 
 
Water Reclamation Division 
On February 16th and 17th, treatment plan staff 
conducted tours with Mr. Jacobson’s and Mrs. Beagle’s 
Wauconda Middle School sixth grade science classes.  
Students were introduced to the workings of the 
treatment plant and shown the basics of all phases of the 
new treatment plant facility including the fine screener, 

the activated 
sludge, 
clarification, 
sand filtration, 
and UV 
treatment.  The focus of the tours was on the different 
treatment processes, along with an overview of the Village’s 
on-sight lab.   
 
Employees Complete Certification 
Lab Technician, Anna Kootstra, recently passed the IEPA 

collection system certification exam.  Collection Department MST, Tony Arizzi, recently certified in 
sanitary sewer collection systems.  
 
Sand Filter Super Chlorination  
February 10th through the 19th, reclamation staff super chlorinated the new sand filter unit.  The tank 
is periodically drained and dosed with chlorine for cleaning purposes.  The tank needs cleaning due 
to the growth of microorganisms.  Cleaning the tank improves the plant’s efficiency.  February 19th 
through the 23rd, the same process was performed to the old sandfilter.   During this process, great 
care is taken to ensure that employees are exposed to acceptable chemical limits.   
 
The following tasks were also completed during this reporting period:  

·  Weekly preventative maintenance was completed including exercising, lubricating, and checking of 
equipment. 

·  Finished cleaning, stripping old wax, and applying new wax to floors in Primary Effluent Pump 
Building. 

·  Earlier this month, the treatment plant foreman was contacted by a Liberty Lakes resident requesting 
information about the Village’s wastewater for use in her Environmental Science class.  On February 
18th, the resident was given a tour of the entire treatment plant facility and lab.  She later forwarded 
the following email to facility staff . 
 
Jake, 
I wanted to send a big thank you to you, Luke and Anna for your help and for the interesting and 
informative tour of the water treatment facility today.  I really appreciate you all taking time out of your day 
to share your knowledge with me.  Your group and the articles you gave me from the town newsletters 
are a tremendous resource for my Environmental Science project. 
 

It was great meeting everyone and please pass my thanks to Luke and Anna!  ����������		�  
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The following letter was received from School District #118: 

 
 
 
Indicators for Water Reclamation (14 day reporting period) 
Final Flow 

·  Total pumpage for period:18,670,,000  gallons 
·  Design flow of treatment: 1,900,000 gallons per day 
·  Design maximum flow of Treatment works:  6,000,000 gallons per day 
·  Average flow for reporting period: 1,334,000 gallons per day 
·  High flow reporting period: 1,472,000 gallons 
·  Low flow reporting period: 1,098,000  gallons 

Performance Indicators for Water Produced  
Total pumpage for period:  16,552,000 gallons  
Dependable capacity of water works @ 24 hrs/day:  3,470,070 gallons per day 
Dependable capacity of water works @ 18 hrs/day:  2,548,470 gallons per day               
Average daily pumpage for reporting period:   1,182,000 gallons per day 
High day for reporting period:  1,389,000 gallons per day 
Low flow for reporting period: 875,000 gallons per day 
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·  JULIE locates: 23 
·  Daily check of water facility: 14 
·  Daily water supply operational tests conducted: 240 
·  Daily water distribution operation test conducted: 64 
·  Non-daily bacteriological samples collected: 7 
·  Non-daily chemical samples collected: 0 
·  Repaired water meters: 21  
·  Installed water meters: 3 
·  Red Tags delivered: 172 
·  Red Tag Notice shut-offs: 19  
·  Backflow 1st notice: 28 

 
Building and Zoning 
Building Department Permits, Inspections and Inquiries 
During this reporting period, thirteen new permits were 
issued for total revenues of $24,466. Applications were 
received for seventeen rental inspections and fourteen 
residential home sale inspections for total revenues of 
$2,325.  Inspectors performed 54 building inspections/re-
inspections and 36 residential dwelling inspections/re-
inspections. 

 
Building Commissioner Schwarz met with property owners on Legion Court to discuss 
conditional use permits for outside storage and the amending of the current annexation 
agreement.  He also met with representatives from Synergy, located on Karl Court, regarding a 
potential purchase of nearby property to increase their level of operations. We are working with 
the company to meet their goal of growing their operation within the Village of Wauconda.  
Commissioner Schwarz has also met with a business owner on North Main Street regarding 
potential purchase and/or uses for properties along Main Street.  
 
Building Department personnel are working with Devery Engineering staff to obtain legal 
descriptions of annexed properties for the Village/Fire District referendum.   
 
Illinois Residential Code Training  
Inspectors attended training at B & F Technical Code Services regarding the 2009 Illinois 
Residential Code and Building Department operations.   
 
Zoning Services  
Rolf C. Campbell and Associates (RCCA) continues to work with Village staff on various 
zoning questions and the coordination of the annual zoning map update.  Current inquiries and 
reviews with Village Staff have included continued zoning questions for a tattoo business, a 
potential car dealership, a tree trimming business, a dog rescue facility and a 
gymnastics/children’s recreational facility.  
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Environmental Quality  
 
Wauconda Sand and Gravel Landfill-NPL Site 
On February 17th, Director Soccorso met with Administrator Quick, Director Geary, Attorney 
Magna, and Engineer Devery to review the draft NPL ordinance.  The landfill SCADA system is 
still being evaluated in order to ensure that proper daily flows are being recorded.  Once this is 
verified, the Village will no longer need to conduct the thrice weekly site visits that are currently 
being completed.   

 
Clark Oil L.U.S.T Site 
Director Soccorso periodically monitors the progress of the remediation activities in regards to 
the leaking underground storage tank (L.U.S.T.) site located at the Clark Oil at the corner of 
Bangs St. and Rte. 176.  Although the tank was removed in the 1980’s, the site has not yet met 
Illinois EPA’s requirements for clean-up. Director Soccorso has been working closely with the 
site consultant on an application for a wastewater discharge permit.  The site consultant is 
seeking Village approval for the installation of a pretreatment system designed to treat the 
groundwater contamination and then discharge it to the Village’s sanitary sewer collection 
system.  Unfortunately, the proposed system is unable to reduce the pollutant levels enough to 
meet Village ordinance for discharge limits.  In addition, the discharge of groundwater to the 
public sewer is prohibited in the ordinance, therefore, the application has been denied.   
 
Industrial Pretreatment-Local Limits Study 
Village ordinance contains a list of wastewater discharge limitations for specific pollutants.  The 
Village is required to evaluate these local limits periodically.  In some cases, such as after a 
wastewater treatment plant expansion, a local limits study must be conducted.  This local limits 
study is currently in Phase 1-sample collection and analysis.  Phase 2 involves interpreting the 
results and determining whether or not the existing local limits need to be changed.  Step 3 
involves the preparation of an ordinance proposing the recommended changes.  
 
Fats, Oils and Grease (FOG) Inspections  
During this reporting period, 22 grease interceptors/grease traps were inspected.  These 
inspections help to ensure that food service facilities are not discharging excess amounts of 
grease to the sanitary sewer collection system.  Excess grease can cause blockages in the 
collection system, possibly resulting in sanitary sewer overflows (SSOs).  If the Village 
experiences an SSO, it must report it to the Illinois EPA and may incur enforcement actions up to 
and including fines.  
 
Rain Barrel Sale 
The rain barrel sale is currently underway.  Information has been placed on the Village website 
and will also be included in the next Village newsletter.   
 
IDNR Consultation Update 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) consultations are required anytime the Village 
is funding and/or approving any activities in Bangs Lake that may affect the State-listed 
endangered species of fish, birds, and plants that are present in the lake.  As you may recall, in 
spring 2009, the Village was required to submit a consultation request to IDNR for its weed 
harvesting operations.  To date, this consultation remains open due to staffing reductions at the 
IDNR.  As such, the Village has not yet received the results of IDNR’s evaluation.   
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Lake Level 
During the reporting period, the water level of the lake remained steady at +2.75 inches.  Ideally 
at this time of year, the water level in the lake should be at or below zero.  This allows the lake to 
accommodate spring snow melt and rainfall, thus reducing the likelihood of flooding.  The lake 
will continue to be monitored closely to ensure the outlet remains unblocked and water exits 
freely.     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


