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To:  Dan Quick, Village Administrator 
 
From:  David Geary, Director of Public Works and Building and Zoning 
 Jackie Soccorso, Director of Environmental Quality and Public Works Supt. of Admin. 

Alex Pryde, Public Works Superintendent of Operations  
Joe Schwarz, Fire Prevention Division Chief and Building Commissioner  
 

Date:  March 10, 2010 
 

Public Works, Building and Zoning and Environmental Quality Department 
Administrative Report for February 25 th through March 10th, 2010 

 
Wauconda Chamber EXPO 
On February 27th and 28th, the Public Works, Environmental 
Quality, and Building and Zoning Departments participated in the 
annual Wauconda Area Chamber of Commerce Business Expo 
held at the Wauconda High School.  Attendance for the two day 
event was over 1,900 – allowing staff from each Department many 
opportunities to interact with residents.  Staff members answered 
questions about recycling, tree care, water quality, and upcoming 
projects.  The Public Works Department was able to borrow a ‘PW 
Paws’ costume to draw attention to the booth and to reach out to 
our youngest residents.  The Building and Zoning Department gave 
tape measures to the twenty seven residents who added their email 
addresses to the Village’s e-new distribution list.  

 
2010 Census 
The US Census Bureau will be hosting a QAC (Question/Answer 
Center) at the Village Hall beginning March 22nd and running 
through April 16th.  A Census Bureau staff person will be available 
Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00 am – 12:00 noon to 
answer questions about the Census and to provide forms to those 
that request them in large print, Braille or languages other than 
English.   
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Public Works 
Wauconda High School Career Fair 
The Village Arborist, Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator and a Collection System Operator, 
attended the annual Career Fair held at Wauconda High School on March 5th.  Employees provided 
interested students with information on all aspects of working in the Public Works fields of water, 
streets, collections, and water reclamation/treatment.  The Department has been involved in the 
career fair since its inception three years ago, and looks forward to continuing to attend future events.  
 
Contract Management-Electricity  
Superintendent Soccorso met with David Hoover, Executive Director of the Northern Illinois 
Municipal Electric Cooperative (NIMEC) on February 26th.  The purpose of the meeting was to 
discuss the electric bidding process.  A Village electrical account that was previously not 
involved in the bidding process was recently put out for bid, and a vendor/price was accepted.  
This new account will join the Village’s other 21 accounts which will all be bid at the same time 
in the future (the next renewal is scheduled for May 2012).      
 
Project Management 
Superintendent Soccorso continues to work on projects associated with the 2008 Road Bond, 
Well #10, and SSA #13.  Project management includes invoice review and payment, certified 
payroll review, and maintaining the required documentation during all phases of each project.  At 
the present time, Director Soccorso is working to complete all of the associated capital asset 
documentation required by the Finance Department.  Proper completion of this documentation 
affects, among other things, the Village’s bond rating and insurance policies.      
 
Safety Program 
All Public Works employees attended a safety refresher course on February 24th.  The instructor 
was Blaine Kurth of the Illinois Municipal League Risk Management Association.  This course 
covered: 

·  Lockout/Tagout Procedures 
·  Hazard Communication 
·  Bloodborne Pathogens 
·  Personal Protective Equipment 
·  Fire Extinguishers 
·  Respiratory Protection 
·   

During this reporting period, staff also reviewed the following weekly safety topics: 
·  Using portable electric power tools safely 
·  Understanding safety signs 
·  The NFPA’s Hazard Rating Diamond  

 
Superintendent Soccorso is currently reviewing the Department’s building safety inspection 
procedure to ensure that the inspections performed are consistent among the three divisions and 
that noted deficiencies are corrected in a timely manner.   
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Street Division 
Arborist Activity 
With the recent warmer weather, Public Works crews 
were able to remove two large, rotted Box Elder trees.  
A thirty five foot tree on Adams Street was removed, 
as was a fifty foot tree located along Lake Shore 
Blvd. 
 
Spring Street Sweeper Preparations 
During this period, the street sweeper was serviced 
and prepped for its upcoming increased spring clean-
up activity.   
 
Pothole Patching 
Street Department personnel used over two tons of 
cold patch to fill potholes in areas throughout town.  
Garland Road, Lakeshore Boulevard, Slocum Lake 
Road and roads in the Industrial Parks were all 
addressed.   
  
Water Division  
Main Valve Locations   
The ongoing leak detection survey is nearing 
completion.  The contractor uses our water main 
valves as listening points for their detection 
equipment.  They recently provided us with a list of 169 inaccessible valves.  This is due to the 
duration of time since many of these valves were last accessed and debris accumulating in the 
valve boxes.  In order to allow the contractor to finish the project quickly, the water division has 
assigned a two-man crew to locating and cleaning these main valve boxes.  They have worked on 
this project for approximately six days and have been able to provide access to 93 valves during 
that time. 
 
Water Service Repair  
On March 9th, the water division excavated and repaired a small leak on the street side of the 
water service valve at 423 Foster Road.  This leak, not yet surfacing, was pinpointed by our leak 
detection surveyor. 
 
Water Reclamation Division 
Environmental Quality Testing/Sampling 
Samplers were set up at four industrial locations on March 2nd and were collected on March 3rd.  
Samples were also gathered on March 3rd and 4th at four residential areas of town (in the newer and 
more established areas of town), and three commercial locations.  Samples were collected on the raw 
effluent, final effluent, and sludge at the water reclamation facility.  All samples were collected to 
establish local limits for industries within the Village. 
 
The following activities were also completed during this reporting period:  
-On 2-24, replace locking mechanism on Digester #2 decant scope. 
-On 3-2, clean and flush pressure relief valve on ferric chloride pump #2 for the Biotower plant. 
-On 3-2, passed toxicity testing for NPDES permit.  This meets Special Condition #12 requirement  

of permit.   
-On 3-5, complete daily readings and inspection at Landfill site. 
-Replaced two UV lamps during reporting period.   
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-Troubleshoot primary effluent pump S2 during reporting period.  Pump keeps overloading fuse that    
runs the control wiring in the pump.  There is wear on control wiring of pump that needs 
replacement. 

-Continue to catalog and organize spare fuses, timers, and relays for facility equipment. 
 

Indicators for Water Reclamation (14 day reporting period) 
Final Flow 
Total pumpage for period:18,025,000  gallons 
Design flow of treatment: 1,900,000 gallons per day 
Design maximum flow of Treatment works:  6,000,000 gallons per day 
Average flow for reporting period: 1,288,000 gallons per day 
High flow reporting period: 1,656,000 gallons 
Low flow reporting period: 1,133,000  gallons 

Performance Indicators for Water Produced  
Total pumpage for period:  14,104,000 gallons  
Dependable capacity of water works @ 24 hrs/day:  3,470,070 gallons per day 
Dependable capacity of water works @ 18 hrs/day:  2,548,470 gallons per day               
Average daily pumpage for reporting period:   1,007,000 gallons per day 
High day for reporting period:  1,250,000 gallons per day 
Low flow for reporting period: 710,000 gallons per day 

·  JULIE locates: 18 
·  Daily check of water facility: 14 
·  Daily water supply operational tests conducted: 240 
·  Daily water distribution operation test conducted: 80 
·  Non-daily bacteriological samples collected: 12 
·  Non-daily chemical samples collected: 6 
·  Repaired water meters: 24  
·  Installed water meters: 2 
·  Penalties posted: 269  
·  Backflow 2nd  notice: 11 
·  Backflow 3rd notice: 1 

 
Building and Zoning 
Building Department Permits, Inspections and Inquiries 
During this reporting period, eight new building permits were 
issued, including one single family home, for total revenue of 
$17,121.  Six new real estate dwelling inspection applications were 
received for total revenue of $450.  Nine electric and twelve 
plumbing inspections were performed by contractors for total 
revenue of $1050.  Department inspectors completed twenty five 
building permit inspections, nine residential dwelling inspections 
and five inspections were performed in response to a request or 

complaint.   
 
Training 
Commissioner Schwarz attended the Illinois Accessibility Code class at B & F Technical Code 
Services.  Commissioner Schwarz and Inspector Buschick attended Legal Aspects class at B & F 
Technical Codes services. 
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Projects  
Staff is currently working with Rolf Campbell staff on the following projects: 
-122 W. Maple. (Rear set back in relation to fire damage and new construction of second floor.)  
-535 S. Main Street (annexation and zoning issues.)  
 
Zoning Services  
Rolf C. Campbell and Associates staff 
continues to work to resolve issues with 
businesses on Legion Court, and on 
annexation of the Lake County Water 
Sports property.  During this reporting 
period, reviews with Village Staff have also 
included planning and zoning as it relates to 
property at 421 W. Liberty St., Homer Tree 
property, 308 Liberty St., and potential 
easement agreements and annexation on 
property near Route 12. 
 

Environmental Quality  
Wauconda Sand and Gravel Landfill-
NPL Site 
Director Soccorso continues to monitor the landfill in regards to elevated flow and pollutant 
limitations.  In addition, she is currently working with the site consultant regarding evaluation of 
the pumps.  Work continues on the draft NPL ordinance.  Director Soccorso is working with Bob 
Devery to identify specific pollutant limitations.  Work also continues on the landfill SCADA 
system evaluation in order to ensure that proper daily flows are being recorded.  Once this is 
verified, the Village will no longer need to conduct the thrice weekly site visits that are currently 
being completed.   

 
Clark Oil Leaking Underground Storage Tanks (L.U.S.T) Site 
The site consultant will be conducting additional soil testing around the site on Rte. 176 to 
determine existing levels of contamination as part of the remediation process.  Illinois EPA is the 
enforcement agency responsible for L.U.S.T site remediation.  Director Soccorso continues to 
monitor the progress at the site.   
 
Industrial Pretreatment-Continued Compliance Reports  
Continued compliance reports were prepared for each of the four significant industrial users 
within the Village.  These reports include facility information, wastewater discharge flow 
amounts, and wastewater discharge characteristics.  These reports, required by Village 
ordinance, are mailed to each facility.  Each participant must then provide additional 
information, sign a certification statement, and return them to the Village.  As of March 9, the 
Village has received only one of the four.  Follow-up will be conducted to ensure that each of 
these continued compliance reports are received.     
 
Fats, Oils and Grease (FOG) Inspections  
During the reporting period, 14 grease interceptors/grease traps were inspected.  These 
inspections help to ensure that food service facilities are not discharging excess amounts of 
grease to the sanitary sewer collection system.  Excess grease can cause blockages in the 
collection system, possibly resulting in sanitary sewer overflows (SSOs).  If the Village 
experiences an SSO, it must report it to the Illinois EPA and may incur enforcement actions up to 
and including fines.  

Inspector Charlie Buschick, Economic Development 
Coordinator Deb Ogorzaly, and Building Commissioner Joe 
Schwarz, man the Building and Zoning booth at the 
Community Expo 
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Rain Barrel/Composter Sale 
The rain barrel/composter sale is currently underway.  Ordering 
information was distributed at the EXPO, has been placed on the 
Village website and will also be included in the next Village 
newsletter.   
 
Lake Level 
During the reporting period, the water level of the lake dropped 
from +2.75 inches to +2.00 inches and then rose to its current 
level of +2.50 inches.  Warming temperatures, melting snowfall 
and rainfall (during this period - 0.06 inches) have combined to 
cause the lake level to rise.  Ideally at this time of year, the water 
level should be at or below zero.  This allows the lake to 
accommodate more spring snow melt and rainfall, thus reducing 
the likelihood of flooding.  The lake will continue to be 

monitored closely to ensure the outlet remains unblocked and water exits freely.     
 

 


