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To:  Dan Quick, Village Administrator 
 
From:  David Geary, Director of Public Works and Building and Zoning 
 Jackie Soccorso, Director of Environmental Quality and Public Works Supt. of Admin. 

Alex Pryde, Public Works Superintendent of Operations  
Joe Schwarz, Fire Prevention Division Chief and Building Commissioner  
 

Date:  April 28, 2010 
 

Public Works, Building and Zoning, and Environmental Quality Department 
Administrative Report for April 15 th through April 28 th, 2010 

 

Public Works 
Street Division 
Macintosh Drive Restoration Project  
During the late fall/early winter the water main that runs along Macintosh Drive was replaced 
due to significant deterioration.  This necessary project represented an unplanned expense for the 
Department of approximately $80,000.  In order to contain costs as much as possible, restoration 
of the site was to be performed by our Department.  With the arrival of warmer weather, and the 
passage of time to allow for the ground to settle, Street Division crews began landscape work to 
restore the area.  During this period, one hundred and thirty man hours were spent leveling the  
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area, hauling fill, spreading 150 yards of topsoil, seeding, fertilizing and installing erosion 
control at the site.  We estimate that we saved $5,000 by completing this work with our staff. 
 
Main Street Beautification Group 
The Public Works Department is working with local residents who have recently formed a not-
for-profit organization named “Main Attraction”.  The group’s goal is to further enhance the 
beauty of Main Street with seasonal additions of hanging flower baskets (spring/summer), 
cornstalks (fall) and wreaths and garland (winter).  Our Department will assist the group with the 
assembling and installation of the decorations.  The group has already begun putting together the 
flower baskets.  They will be completed and ready for hanging in the next few weeks.  The 
watering of the flowers during the growing season will be handled by the nonprofit group.   Main 
Attraction’s first fundraiser will be held on May 21st.  A wine and beer tasting event will take 
place from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. at Bliss Wine and Gifts at the corner of Main Street and Mill Street.  
 
Pothole Patching  
During this period, pothole patching was completed throughout the Village.  Areas on Thomas 
Court, Oak Ave., Hammond Ave., North Avenue, Lakeshore Blvd., Garland Road, and the 
Library Hill Subdivision were addressed.   Crews used one ton of coldpatch to complete the 
work.     
 
Reuse-a-Shoe 
The United Partnership of Wauconda continued its participation in the Nike Reuse-A-Shoe 
program.  For the second year, the Partnership collected old or unwanted athletic shoes donated 

 
by local residents.  The Public Works Department stored the shoes and was proud to deliver 
them (in two trucks) to the central drop-off site in Vernon Hills.  3,484 shoes were collected by 
the group which will be turned into ‘Nike Grind’ to make new playgrounds, tracks and athletic 
surfaces.  Before the shoes can be made into the raw material for the sports surfaces, all metal 
elements (eyelets, grommets, decorations, zippers, etc.) must be removed from the shoes.  Mark 
Knigge completes this time consuming task. In addition to the ‘Nike Grind’ produced, 272 pairs 
of new or near-new shoes were donated to local charities through the program.   
 
Street Sweeping/Vactor Truck Activity 
During this reporting period, street sweeping continued in the Village.  The vactor was used to 
clean sanitary sewer line within the Lake View Villa, Larkdale, and Country Ridge Subdivisions.   
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Water Division  
Spring Water Main Flushing  
The entire water system, 69 miles of water main, was flushed by April 20th, within two weeks of 
starting the project.  Over 1.7 million gallons of water was used to scour the pipes and remove 
buildup in the mains.  
 
Lake Shore & Ridge Main Valve Repair  
On April 22nd, a leaking water main valve located at Lakeshore Blvd. and Ridge Avenue was 
excavated.  We determined that we could repair the valve without taking it out of service, thus 
realizing a substantial savings over doing a complete replacement.  The make and model was 
determined and parts needed to make the repair are on order. 
 
Water Reclamation Division 
During this reporting period:  

·  On 4-14, Reclamation Division staff assisted the Water Division by digging, cleaning out 
and/or repositioning main valves and hydrants at various locations within the Village. 

·  On 4-15, Wunderlic Malec worked on flow totals for the Landfill SCADA site. 
·  On 4-21, stream sampling was completed at various locations along Fiddle Creek.  This 

meets the requirements of the IEPA. 
·  Replaced two UV lamps.  Bulbs have an estimated 12,000 hour run life expectancy. These 

bulbs had been in use for more than 15,000 hours. 
·  Staff fertilized the facility grounds and trimmed bushes and trees. 
·  Logged grease inspections.  A total of 155 inspections were logged. 
·  Completed two weekly safety discussions.  Topics included hearing protection and safe 

procedures for lifting. 
·  Completed weekly and monthly preventative maintenance, which includes exercising, 

lubricating, and checking of equipment.  It also included oil changes on various equipment. 
 
Indicators for Water Reclamation (14 day reporting period) 
Final Flow 
Total pumpage for period: 17,226,000  gallons 
Design flow of treatment: 1,900,000 gallons per day 
Design maximum flow of Treatment works: 6,000,000 gallons per day 
Average flow for reporting period: 1,230,000 gallons per day 
High flow reporting period: 1,361,000 gallons 
Low flow reporting period: 1,157,000  gallons 

Performance Indicators for Water Produced  
Total pumpage for period:  14,984,000 gallons  
Dependable capacity of water works @ 24 hrs/day:  3,470,070 gallons per day 
Dependable capacity of water works @ 18 hrs/day:  2,548,470 gallons per day               
Average daily pumpage for reporting period:   1,070,000 gallons per day 
High day for reporting period:  1,422,000 gallons per day 
Low flow for reporting period: 796,000 gallons per day 

·  Daily check of water facility: 14 
·  Daily water supply operational tests conducted: 240 
·  Daily water distribution operation test conducted: 79 
·  Non-daily bacteriological samples collected: 5 
·  Non-daily chemical samples collected: 4 
·  Repaired water meters: 2  
·  Installed water meters: 1 
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·  High water bill investigations: 7 
·  Water quality inquiry: 2 
·  Red Tags delivered: 154 
·  Red Tag Notice shut-offs: 29  
·  Final readings: 22 
·  Backflow 1st notice: 96 

 
 

 
Building and Zoning 
Fiscal Year End Close Out 
Upon review of the current fiscal year close out, it was determined 
that the Building and Zoning Department had revenues of over 
$200,000 for 2009-10.  Expenses for the upcoming fiscal year for 
the Department run approximately $250,000 which includes the 
contracted Fire District services through the Department and a 

portion of Deb Ogorzaly’s costs. We are closing the gap between revenue and expenses 
and are nearing our goal of having the Department be self funding.   

Building Department Permits, Inspections and Inquiries 
During this period: 
-forty seven new building permits were issued (including six for new homes) for total revenue of 
$79,191. 
-five sale and ten rental Real Estate Dwelling Inspection Applications were received for total 
revenue of $1,125. 
-nineteen electric and eleven plumbing inspections were performed by sub-contractors for total  
revenue of $1,500. 
-three FOIA requests were prepared.  Two complaints/request for follow up were received. 
 
Building Department Activity 
During this reporting period, staff members were involved in the following: 

·  Discussion regarding new guidelines for lead paint during renovations and repairs. 
·  Meeting with Economic Development staff to develop occupancy listings for potential 

future business licensing.  
·  Discussion regarding potential changes to the Village sign ordinance.  
·  Zoning hearing for the property at 421 W. Liberty Street regarding Conditional Use 

Permit for a proposed Dance Hall.  
 
Onsite Inspections:   

·  At Wauconda Park District with Park District and Melrose Pyrotechnics representatives 
for upcoming fireworks display. 

·  Skyhill Road with Public Works and Police Department to discuss clean up and security 
of vacant properties.  

·  122 S. Main Street build-out meeting with future tenant, ‘Bulldogs’. 
 

Zoning Services 
Rolf C. Campbell and Associates (RCCA) staff continues to work on various planning and 
zoning questions and on potential economic development opportunities.  Current work involves 
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reviewing existing signs in the Village of Wauconda and in neighboring Villages along the Route 
12 corridor.  
 
Zoning Administration Services – Specific Applications 
421 Liberty St.. 
The Zoning Board of Appeals/Planning Commission held a Public Hearing on April 21st for the 
property at 421 Liberty Street.  RCCA staff prepared information for the meeting and is in the 
process of preparing the draft meeting minutes for approval. 
 

Environmental Quality  
  
Wauconda Sand and Gravel Landfill-NPL Site 
Director Soccorso continues to monitor the landfill in regards to 
elevated flow and pollutant limitations.  Work continues on the draft 

NPL ordinance and on collaboration with Village Engineer, Bob 
Devery, to identify specific pollutant limitations.  We continue to 
monitor the SCADA system evaluation in order to ensure that 
daily flows are being properly recorded.   

 
Industrial Pretreatment Program 
Director Soccorso met with the Public Works Department Water Reclamation Division to 
continue the transfer of industrial pretreatment program responsibilities.  Because this is a 
comprehensive program, this process is quite involved and will take some time.  Water 
Reclamation staff will be attending training in the coming year on different aspects of the 
pretreatment program.  Local limits sampling continues. 
 
Fats, Oil and Grease (FOG) Inspections  
During the reporting period, one grease interceptor/grease trap was inspected.  These inspections 
help to ensure that food service facilities are not discharging excess amounts of grease to the 
sanitary sewer collection system.   
 
Rain Barrel Sale 
Twelve orders have been received for the ongoing rain barrel sale.  Information on the sale is 
available on the Village website and at the Village Hall.   Orders are due by Friday, April 30th for 
delivery on May 22nd (at the Public Service Open House).  
 
Lake Level 
During the reporting period, the water level of Bangs Lake dropped from +5.00 inches to +2.00 
inches.  (0.68 inches of rain fell during the reporting period.)  The lake and the Broberg Marsh 
will continue to be monitored closely to ensure that the outlets remain free flowing.      

 


