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To:  Dan Quick, Village Administrator 
 
From:  David Geary, Director of Public Works and Building and Zoning 
 Jackie Soccorso, Director of Environmental Quality and Public Works Supt. of Admin. 

Alex Pryde, Public Works Superintendent of Operations  
Joe Schwarz, Fire Prevention Division Chief and Building Commissioner  
 

Date:  June 30, 2010 
 

Public Works, Building and Zoning, and Environmental Quality Department 
Administrative Report for June 10th through June 30th, 2010 

 

Public Works 
Storm Damage 
Severe storms swept through the 
area during the afternoon and 
evening on Friday, June 18th.  
Within the Village, several large 
trees fell and five utility poles 
broke and came down in the 
strong winds.  Large limbs and 
branches fell throughout town.  
Because of the wide spread 
damage, the Department 
conducted an emergency 
residential brush pick up 
program.  For three days 
(Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday, June 22nd-24th) 
Department personnel performed 
the clean up collecting 393 brush 
piles.      
 
Local Response Requested to Antioch Under IPWMAN Agreement 
While the Village of Wauconda was greatly affected by the June 18th storms, the Village of Antioch 
experienced even greater damage.  Antioch Public Works Department crews were completely 
overwhelmed by fallen trees and branches.  Our Department was called to assist theirs in clearing the 
debris.  A two man crew was sent to assist for three days – joining the Villages of Fox Lake, Mundelein, 
Libertyville and Ela Township with the clean up.    
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Contract Management 
Superintendent Soccorso met with a representative from USA Blue Book, a company 
specializing in operating supplies for the public works field.  The purpose of the meeting was to 
discuss the possibility of cost savings if the Village consolidated purchases currently handled 
with other vendors to USA Blue Book exclusively.  (In support of Strategic Goal C.) 
 
GIS  
A meeting was held between Public Works and Ruekert-Mielke to discuss the upcoming GIS 
needs of the Department.  These include a tree inventory/maintenance system and a system to 
manage street signs to meet the upcoming deadline for compliance with new federal 
requirements.  Ruekert-Mielke will provide a quote for these enhancements so that the 
Department can decide which to add.  (In support of Strategic Goal D.) 
 
New Watch List Group 
A new ‘watch list’ group consisting of individuals representing the Police Department, Public 
Works Department, and the Building, Planning, and Zoning Department met for the first time 
during this period.  The purpose of this group is to identify ways in which these departments can 
share valuable information about vacant properties in the Village.  The group subsequently met 
with Ruekert-Mielke to discuss the possibility of using GIS to manage ‘watch list’ information.  
(In support of Strategic Goal F.)       
 
Project Management 
Superintendent Soccorso completed the preparation of the capital asset documentation required 
by the Finance Department for the capital additions/improvements that were made in Fiscal Year 
2008/2009.  During that period, the Village had the following open capital projects: 

·  Lift Station 13 (Main Street) /Lift Station 15 (Anderson Road) 
·  Garland Road Bike Path 
·  Old Rand Road reconstruction 
·  2008 Bond Referendum 
·  Waste Water Treatment Plant Expansion 
·  2007 Watermain Replacement-Phase I 
·  Lake Michigan water 
·  North Water Project Phase II-Well #10 and Treatment 
·  SSA #13 

 
Proper completion of this documentation affects, among other things, the Village’s bond rating 
and insurance policies.   
 
Safety Program 
During the reporting period, staff reviewed the following weekly safety topic(s): 

·  Flammable liquid safety 
·  Fire safety 
·  Extension cord safety 

   
Street Division  
Bangs Lake Weed Harvesting 
Aquatic weed harvesting continued on Bangs Lake.  For the safety of the operator, during high winds and 
rain events, the harvester does not go out on the lake.  From June 10th – 28th, 51 man hours were spent 
removing 82 cubic yards of weeds from the lake.    
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Arborist Activity 
Tree pruning was performed for safety and elevation in the Saddlewood, Oak Grove and Orchard 
Hills Subdivisions. In all, 541 trees were pruned, resulting in 3.75 loads of chips.   
 
Street Sweeping 
Street sweeping was performed throughout the Village in the Larkdale, Country Ridge, Liberty 
Lakes and Hubbard’s Woods areas.  Over forty man hours were devoted to sweeping to help 
keep the storm drains and underground drainage system clear.  (In support of Strategic Goal A.) 
 
Vactor Truck 
During this period, the vactor truck was used to clean 21,066 feet of sanitary sewer line.  (In 
support of Strategic Goal D.) 
 
Training 
The Street Department Foreman attended a workshop through Oakton Community College and 
The Northeastern Illinois Public Safety Training Academy’s ‘The Public Works Supervisors 
Academy’, a series of leadership workshops for new supervisors.  “Managing Up” focused on 
the relationship between the foreman and supervisors in order to achieve the best results for the 
organization, and for employees by meeting the Department’s goals and following the strategic 
direction of our workplace.  (In support of Strategic Goal D.) 
 
Water Division  
Annual Consumer Confidence Report 
The Village’s IEPA permit requires the Department to prepare and distribute the annual 
consumer confidence report to all water customers by July 1st.  Water Division Foreman Rick 
Kuester, Superintendent of Administration, Jackie Soccorso and Linda Krajniak, Assistant to the 
Village Administrator, worked together to prepare and mail the report by the deadline. (In 
support of Strategic Goal A.) 
 
Well 4 Motor Reinstall  
The 50 horsepower high service pump motor at Well 4 that had failed in May due to burnt out electrical 
windings was reinstalled on June 9th.  The pump was rewound by Krug Electric and is back in service.  
 
Booster Station Antenna Replacement  
On June 18th strong storms passed through the area.  During the high winds, a tree fell and damaged the 
SCADA antenna on Grand Blvd.  A replacement was ordered and installed using the crane truck on June 
23rd. 

   
Broken SCADA Antenna Replacement 
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Hydrant Repairs  
During this reporting period, two leaking fire hydrants were repaired.  The minor leaks were identified in 
March during the leak detection survey, but budgetary constraints dictated that we wait until the new 
fiscal year to address them.  These two repairs involved disassembly of the hydrant valve by removing the 
hydrant head and replacing a brass valve seat at a cost of over $300 each.  Theses hydrants were still 
operable, but losing water at a low rate of flow. (In support of Strategic Goal D.) 
  
Water Service Repair  
On June 26th, water division personnel excavated and repaired a 
leaking water service valve at 117 W. Bangs St.  The excavation 
was completed with assistance from the vactor truck.   
 
Main Valve Evaluations  
27 water main valves located in areas of the next phases of road 
reconstruction were exercised and evaluated during this period.  
Two of these valves have been identified for repair and one valve 
has been identified for replacement as it does not completely shut 
down.  All three are on Osage Street near the Wauconda Grade 
School and are scheduled for repair or replacement the first full 
week of July.  This work is being scheduled quickly so that it can 
be completed before paving of the roadway begins.  
 
Water Reclamation Division 
The following items were completed during this reporting period:  

·  On 6-9, four samples were collected at various locations within the Village 
for the industrial local limits study.  These tests are required to be run for one 
year after the completion of the reclamation facility expansion. 

·  On 6-9, and 6-16 stream sampling was conducted at six points along Fiddle 
Creek.   

·  On 6-10 & 6-11, staff set and collected a composite sampler at Liberty Arms. 
·  On 6-17, annual maintenance was performed on the backup generator.  

Maintenance was completed by Steiner Electric.  Steiner recommended 
replacing both batteries on the control wiring portions of the generator.  
Batteries were replaced. 

·  On 6-22, Berryman Equipment was called on site to replace inlet and outlet bearings on 
Hoffman Blower #1.  Berryman conducted vibration tests a month ago and found blower to 
be outside the allowable vibration limits.  Replacing the bearings will prevent damage to 
blower. 

·  On 6-24, isolated and removed Primary Clarifiers #3 & #4 from service.  The drive on the 
long flights is damaged and is in need of replacement.  Drive is over twenty five years old.  A 
new drive has been ordered and is expected to be delivered in 5-7 weeks.  

·  On 6-25, replaced solid waste pump in basement of control building.  Also replaced float 
switches on both solid waste pumps.  Pump was purchased from Krug Electric. 

·  On 6-28, replaced worn actuator bellow on US Filter sand filter.  The bellow fills with air and 
compresses to seal the 

backwash pump to the 
underdrain system.  
Without the bellow, the 
filter will not backwash 
properly.  The filter was 
out of service for a week 
and is now back online. 

Old Bellow  

Replacement Bellow  

Old solid waste pump 

Replacement Bellow 
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·  Replaced one UV lamp during monitoring period. 
·  Complete weekly and monthly preventative maintenance package.  This includes exercising, 

lubricating, and checking of equipment. 
 
Indicators for Water Reclamation (14 day reporting period) 
Final Flow 
Total pumpage for period: 32,367,000  gallons 
Design flow of treatment: 1,900,000 gallons per day 
Design maximum flow of Treatment works: 6,000,000 gallons per day 
Average flow for reporting period: 1,541,000 gallons per day 
High flow reporting period: 2,619,000 gallons 
Low flow reporting period: 1,219,000  gallons 

Performance Indicators for Water Produced  
Total pumpage for period:  23,790,000 gallons  
Dependable capacity of water works @ 24 hrs/day:  3,470,070 gallons per day 
Dependable capacity of water works @ 18 hrs/day:  2,548,470 gallons per day               
Average daily pumpage for reporting period:   1,133,000 gallons per day 
High day for reporting period:  1,393,000 gallons per day 
Low flow for reporting period: 883,000 gallons per day 
 

·  JULIE locates: 102 
·  Daily check of water facility: 21 
·  Daily water supply operational tests conducted: 504 
·  Daily water distribution operation test conducted: 111 
·  Non-daily bacteriological samples collected: 7 
·  Non-daily chemical samples collected: 6 
·  Repaired water meters: 13 
·  Installed water meters: 4 
·  High water bill investigations: 3 
·  Water quality inquiry: 2 
·  Red Tags delivered: 98 
·  Final readings: 26 
·  Backflow 1st notice: 23 
·  Backflow 2nd notice: 7 

 
Building and Zoning 
Building Department:  
Site Inspections/Reviews: 

222 S. Main Street/ Sign                                                Murphy’s Pub/ Fence/Beer Garden                                                       
1011 Highland/ Patio                                                          2551 Sedgebrook / Patio  
365 Dunbar/ Driveway & Patio                                          543 Farmhill Circle  / Deck  
226 E Liberty St. / Bathroom & Window remodel             2481 Savanna / Deck & Spa   
123 N Main St. /Slyce Pizza Remodel                                907 Pershing / Fence & Shed     
525 W. Liberty St. / Interior Alterations                             712 Woodland / Fence     
1115 Erica / Fence                                                               2340 Stoney Brook / Fence 
 2804 Sweet Clover/ Pergola                                               2573 Portage Ave. / Deck  
135 W. Maple Ave. / Deck                                                  149 Slocum Lake Rd/ Patio   
345 Farm Hill Circle/ Deck                                                 151 Slocum Lake Rd/ Deck    
1869 Napa Suwe / Deck                                                      2820 Cattail Ct/ Basement  
2545 Coneflower Ct. / Patio                                                2384 Green Glade Way/ Patio 
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2355 Trailside Lane/ Patio                                                   2584 Portage Ave. / Retention wall  
2316 Serenity Lane / Patio                                                   111 W Church St / Ramp 
110 Slocum Lake Road/ Fence  

Meetings: 

     Building & Zoning Committee Meeting 
     Watch List Meeting  
     GIS Meeting / Watch List  
     Sign meeting with Wauconda Water Sports LLC   
     Lakeview Villa HOA/ Shoreline Restoration   
 
Inspectors:  

105 building permit inspections 
28 Residential Dwelling Inspections 
Inspector Tomm Smithe completed the International Residential Code Module (In support of 
Strategic Goal D.) 

Permit Desk: 
·   54 building permits for total revenue of $58,170 including 5 new single family homes 
·   20 new Real Estate Dwelling Inspection Applications for total revenue of $1,500 
·   19 electric and 14 plumbing inspections by sub-contractors  
·  40 garage sale permits 
·  Processed 4 FOIA requests and completed the required FOIA training 
·  Prepared detailed written procedures for processing permits, inspections and real estate 

inspections 

Zoning Services  
Rolf C. Campbell and Associates (RCCA) continues to work with Village staff on various 
planning and zoning questions including referrals and reviews with Village staff on potential 
economic development opportunities.  Recent inquiries have been related to a potential recycling 
facility, wind energy accessory use, and coordination with Village staff regarding the Economic 
Development Committee meeting and meetings with residents regarding potential zoning 
variations.  
 
RCCA reviewed three alternatives for improvements to the intersection of Route 176 and 
Fairfield Road and prepared a written summary, reviewed potential updates to the Village’s Sign 
Ordinance and attended the June 22nd C.O.W. regarding a wind and solar equipment moratorium. 
RCCA also prepared an outline for a potential Bike Plan program (In support of Strategic Goal 
A.) and coordinated with Village staff to add ZBA/PC approved minutes to the Village website.  
 

Environmental Quality  
Wauconda Sand and Gravel Landfill-NPL Site 
Work continues on the development of an NPL ordinance.  Progress is slow due to USEPA 
delays.  It is anticipated that this ordinance will be ready to go to a Committee of the Whole 
meeting in August.   
 
 
Industrial Pretreatment Program 
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Director Soccorso met with Water Reclamation Division staff at the first of weekly pretreatment 
meetings designed to complete the transfer of pretreatment duties to this division.  Local limits 
wastewater sampling and stream sampling continues.  A wastewater sample was collected from 
the Liberty Arms housing complex.  (In support of Strategic Goal D.) 
 
Fats Oils and Grease Inspections  
During the reporting period, 12 grease interceptors/grease traps were inspected.  These 
inspections help to ensure that food service facilities are not discharging excess amounts of 
grease to the sanitary sewer collection system.  (In support of Strategic Goal D.) 
 
Lake Level 
During the reporting period, the water level of the lake increased from + 7.00 inches to +8.00 
inches, and then fell to its current level of +6.50 inches.  The amount of rain that fell during the 
reporting period was 6.43 inches.  The lake and the Broberg Marsh culvert will continue to be 
monitored closely to ensure the outlets remains unblocked and water exits freely, to reduce the 
likelihood of flooding.   
 
Environmental Committee 
Director Soccorso worked with Mayor Knigge, Trustee Mayo, and Trustee Lochmayer to 
develop an agenda for an upcoming meeting of the Environmental Committee.  Discussion items 
include weed harvesting/control, possible development of zero-phosphorus ordinance, Bands 
Lake Advisory Committee update, and an update of EQ Department goals.         
 
 


